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Abstract 

The paper examines predictable and unpredictable consequences of violent crime and 

terrorism in Nigeria, which have domestic and international dimensions. It opines that 

once an act of terror is conceived, articulated and consummated the dusts it raises or 

throws up hardly settle down within a prescribed border and time line. It notes that from 

the bombing of Lagos in 1851 by the British to the bombing of the St. Theresa’s Catholic 

Church in Mandalla, Niger State on December 2011 and other subsequent ones including 

the post 2015 general elections resurgence of the Niger Delta Militants with the new 

name, “Niger Delta Avengers”, the agitation by the Independent People of Biafra (IPOB), 

and the increased rate of kidnapping in the South-South has far reaching implication on 

the development processes of Nigeria. The paper concludes that if acts of terrorism and 

insecurity are not consciously addressed, Nigeria stands a chance to crumble in the 

twenty first century. 
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Introduction 

In any act of terrorism/insurgency plethora of actors are involved-visible or invisible and 

the reason for resorting to the act keeps changing depending on the prevailing 

circumstances of the time. Analysts may hastily point up consequences such as destruction 

or loss of lives, shattered infrastructure, deadly shock on the socioeconomic system, 

turning away of both domestic and foreign investors, diversion of government expenditure 

to security from provisions of other services, reprisals, state of emergency, rendering of 

citizens a refuge in their own country (Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), among others. 

Though predictable are some of the consequences of insurgency may appear, others are 

not foreseen by actors and perpetrators of the act. In Nigeria, the implication is enormous 

considering the fact that actors and perpetrators of crime are perceived to belong to either 

Christianity or Islam, which are seen as religions of the north and the south respectively. 

Parties to any act of insurgency are fully prepared to kill and be killed in the process. The 

provocative poser posed by Ayangoar1, is how to explain why people who had lived so 

peacefully for centuries suddenly find the mere presence of others intolerable. The answer 

to this may have been handled in chapter two, which deal with causes of violent conflicts. 

However, frustration is said to lead to aggression. Once aggression that produces act of 

terror is generated the dust it raises never settled down within a prescribed border. 

Attempts by party to crime or violence to condemn and control it is like a dilemma of 

child who throw up dust while playing and began to complain of poor sight or visibility. 

For convenience the paper is structured into the introduction that is on already, 

consequences of security challenges and the conclusion.

                                                 

1 E.C.Ayangaor, “Tiv-Jukun Crisis and National Integration: A Historical Perspective” FASS: Journal of 

Faculty of Arts Seminar Series, (1), 2002, 219-242. 
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Conceptual clarifications 

Insecurity is derived from the word security. To understand the concept of insecurity 

therefore, the term security need to be explored. “Security” is derived from the old French 

and Latin words securite and securus, which denotes “free” and “care” respectively.2 

Freedom from attacks and care applies to nations and its citizens. Academic Staff Union 

of Universities (ASUU), cited in Atagher, tied security to law and order, protection of 

lives, properties and the corporate existence of the Nigerian State.3  

 

This pitched the concept in the tent of national security, which Bukar Goni Aji, partly puts 

as, preservation of our independence and sovereignty of nation state, safety and freedom 

from anxiety or danger in such a manner that one’s future can be certain and guaranteed.3 4 

Some commentaries put the phenomenon as “freedom from danger, risk or loss”.5 The 

concept of national security is held to have been introduced after the World War II,6 its 

                                                 

2 A A. Williams, W T. Adetayo s and O T. Abigail, “ Poetry as Tool for Promoting National Integration and 

Security: A Case Study of the Poem of Oladele Sangotoye “ Etutu Isokan” in S I. Odinye (ed.), 
Interdisciplinary Journal of African and Asian Studies , 1 (2), 2016,106. 

3 I. Atagher, “Democracy and Instability in Nigeria: Implications for National Security, Integration and 

Unity” in FASS (BSU) Journal of Faculty Arts Seminar Series, (2) 2004, 20. 

4 B G. Aji, "Youth and National Development" in Constructive Engagement on National Security on the 

theme: Youth Empowerment and National Security: Options for Nigeria,(1),6. G.O. Olankewaju (eds). Journal 

Publication of Alumni Association of National Defence College (AANDEC/NDC), Abuja: National Defence 
College, 2014, XIX. 

5 NYSC, Security Awareness and Education Handbook for NYSC Corps Members and Staff, 4th Edition, 

2016, 12. 

6 N.A. Agbo, "Emergence of Terrorism: A Challenge to Nigerian National Security and Economic 

Development- An Overview of bomb blasts on Independence Day; Jos and Mogadishu Barracks" in Soja, A 

Magazine of Nigerian Army, 2nd Edition, 3rd & 4th Quarters. Singapore: Suncraft: 2011, 79. 
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practice dates to the treaty of Westphalia (peace of Westphalia) 1646-1648, which 

inaugurated the idea of independent state ruled by a sovereign as the basis of international 

order.7 Thomas Hobbes cited in Helga, argues that, citizens submits to a powerful 

sovereign who promises an end to civil and religious war, and bringing forth a lasting 

peace and giving him right to conducting policy, including waging war or negotiating for 

peace for the good of the "commonwealth.8 This marked the root of national security 

mandate. In short, the perpetual fear of sudden death resulting from incessant attacks due 

to narcissistic nature of man watered the ground for peace negotiation and the emergence 

of national security body. The Clausewitz conception of diplomacy and war as 

instruments of furthering or deepening national cause gave another serious boost to the 

idea of national security sought by nations exercising self-interest.9 

 

Though the term (national security) came into fuller usage in US political discourse in 

1943,9 10 it was first mentioned in 1790 at the Yale University in relations to domestic 

industries.11 This may be because as at 1945 and thereafter, most of the significant threats 

                                                 

7 H.J. Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace. Sixth Edition, New Delhi: 
Kalyyani Publishers, 2012, 294. 

8 H. Helga, "The Security Puzzle: Theory-Building and Discipline Building in International Security" in 

International Studies Quarterly, Blackwell Publishers, (n.d), 35(1)3-17 doi,co.2307/2600386,Jostor 2600386. 

9 J.C. Johari, International Relations and Politics: Theoretical Perspectives in the Post-Cold War Era,, 466-

467. 

10 J.K. Bartolotto, The Origin and Developmental Process of the National Security Strategy. USAWC 
Strategy Research Project Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements of the Master of Strategic 

Studies Degree, U.S. Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, 17013, at: www.dtic.mil/cgi- 

bin/getTRDOC?ADA423358. 

11 G.O.Odeh, "Historicising National Elections and Their Implications on National Security and Integration 

in Contemporary Nigerian State: Centenary Discourse" in International Journal of Arts and Sciences (IJAS), 

http://www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/getTRDOC?ADA423358
http://www.dtic.mil/cgi-bin/getTRDOC?ADA423358
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to state security were internal, rather than external; a development that affected the 

conduct of peace and international relations. However, security of a state may be 

threatened by any development that threatens the monopoly of violence either through 

external invasion or global rebellion. National security has been offered multiple 

definitions by scholars. Thus, few would be taken. To Hans Morgenthau, cited in Agbo, 

national security connotes: 

The integrity of the national territory and its institutions, national defence 
and security, protection of a country from attack or subversion, 
preparedness for military action, diligence in matters of intelligence 
gathering and secrecy, and protection of resources and rights considered 

critical to the functioning of a nation are all included in national defence 
and security plans.12 

The above realist's conception is state-centric and limited in scope considering the current 

security threats confronting nations. Paleri, cited in Odeh, puts the concept as: 

The measurable states of the capability of a nation to overcome the multi-
dimensional threats to the apparent wellbeing of its people and its survival 
as a nation state at any given time, by balancing all instruments of policy 

through governance can be indeed by computation, empirically or 
otherwise and is extendable to global security by variables external to it.13 

The above blends economic, social, political and other forms of security threats to nations. 

This is in line with the changing concerns of security strategists that led to the rethinking 

of security framework that consummated in the securitization of human needs following 

                                                                                                                                       
Vol. No.4, J.Azzopardi and J. Bonnici (eds). At: 

http://www.universitvpublications.net/iias/0804/index.html2015. 

12 N.A. Agbo, "Emergence of Terrorism: A Challenge to Nigerian National Security and Economic 

Development...,” 79. 

13 G.O.Odeh, "Historicising National Elections and Their... " 

http://www.universitypublications.net/ijas/0804/index.html2015
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the liquidation of USSR in 1992. The emphasis of the paper will be on the destruction of  

lives and properties by acts of violent crime. The word terrorism on the other hands came 

to the fore at the time of the “Reign of Terror” (regime de la terreur- 1793 to 1794) during 

the French Revolution of 1789.14 During this period Robespierre and his Jacobin gangs 

captured and executed about 12,000 persons considered as the enemy of the Revolution. 

However, its practice dates back to the first century AD. The regime of terror in France 

was adopted by the government to purge the revolution of its fundamental rubbish and to 

establish order given the anarchy and turmoil that followed the change progression. 

Terrorism then as an act was meted out to the people or citizens by the State. Conversely, 

as time progresses there are seems to be a reversion in the application of the concept in 

contemporary security discourse as terrorism came to be associated with dissident 

elements in the State, that are bent on wanton destruction of lives and properties, 

instigating fear in the mind of the civilian populace in an attempt to make the government 

look incompetent in the eyes of the people. This is to make the citizens to reject or over 

throw the government in the final analysis. Most at times those branded as terrorist groups 

instead used terms or names such as, avengers, separatists, freedom fighters, guerrillas, 

Jihadists, revolutionaries, among others in describing their operations, but indeed, some 

are terrorists. The original and contemporary application of terrorism argue for the 

operation of social contract theory espoused by Hugo Grotius (1625), Thomas Hobbes 

(1651), Samuel Von Pufendorf (1673), Jean- Jacques Rousseau (1762), Immanuel Kant 

(1797), among others. The inability of groups to channel their grievances through 

constitutional laid down procedure or popular mandate in seeking redress from obligated 

                                                 

14 N.A. Agbo, "Emergence of Terrorism: A Challenge to Nigerian National Security and Economic 

Development"..., 77. B. Hoffman, Inside Terrorism, London: Victor Gollancz, 1998, 2-5. A I. Ochim and A O. 

Moses, “Terrorism in Nigeria: Approaches to Deterrence and Prevention” in National Development Studies, 

O.O.Okpeh Jr and T. Wuam, (eds,), 5, 2012,137. 
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state or government defined their act as terrorism. Whatever the case may be or how  

obstinate a State is, it is popular mandate or constitutional laid down procedure that should 

be followed in expressing grievances against it rather than taking arms and ammunition. 

Several definitions have been given to the concept of terrorism. Between 1936 and 1981 

alone, about 109 definitions were offered to terrorism.15 This underscores the fact that 

there is no universally accepted definition, although there has been much debates and 

negotiation in legal community and academics for decades.16 The difficulty in arriving at a 

universally accepted definition of the concept of terrorism arises from the issues of motive 

and perceptions about the acts as Ludwikowski, cited in Okoronye avers “one man’s 

hooligan is another man’s human right fighter; one man’s terrorist is another man’s 

comrade in the struggle for freedom”.17 However the difficulty, few definitions would be 

taken. Noam Katz sees terrorism as international use of threat or violence against civilians 

or against civilian targets in order to attain political aim.18 The emphasis here is not so 

much on the perpetrators, but the targets of the act. It should be point up too that terrorism 

may be domestic or international. In short, Katz is more on the international plane of 

terrorism. Though rewarding, domestic issues leads to emergence of terrorist groups 

before developing international wing. The internal dynamics would be largely ignored if 

the above conception is completely taken. US Task Force cited in Sue Titus Reid, puts 

terrorism as, “a tactic or technique by means of which a violent act or threat thereof is 

                                                 

15 I. Okoronye, Terrorism in International Law, Okigwe: Whytem Print, 2013,7. 

16 S J. Barela, International Law, New Diplomacy and Counter terrorism: An Interdisciplinary Study of 
Legitimacy, London & New York: Routledge, 2014, 61. 

17 I. Okoronye, Terrorism in International Law, 7. 

18 N. Katz, Combating Terrorism in a Democratic World, A Seminar paper presented at the Airport Hotel, 

Ikeja, Lagos- Nigeria, 2004, 1-2. 
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used for the prime purpose of creating overwhelming fear for coercive purposes”.19 

However, criminal too are resorting to terrorist tactics for personal gain. Section one and 

subsection three 1(3) of African Union (AU) Article of the Convention on the Prevention 

and Combating Terrorism cited in Ochim, puts terrorism as any act which is a violation of 

criminal laws of State party to it, which may endanger life, physical integrity, or freedom 

of, or cause serious injury or death to any person or any number or group of persons or 

causes or may cause damage to public or private property, natural resources, 

environmental or cultural heritage and is calculated or intended to: 

(a) Intimidate, put in fear, coerce or induce any government, body, institution, the 

general public or any segment thereof, to do or abstain from doing any act, or 

adopt or abandon a particular stand point or to act according to certain principles, 

or;  

(b) Disrupt any public service, the delivery of any essential service to the public or  

to create a public emergency or ; 

(c) Create general insurrection in a State.20 

Given divergent view of the concept, Jessica Stern cited in Okoronye, observes that: 

The student of terrorism is confronted with hundreds of definitions.. .But 
only two characteristics of terrorism are critical for distinguishing it from 
other forms of violence.First terrorism is aimed at noncombatants 
.second , terrorist use violence for dramatic purpose: instilling fear in the 

                                                 

19 S T. Reid, Crime and Criminology, Second Edition, New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1976, 293. 

20 A I. Ochim, “Terrorism in Nigeria: Approaches to Deterrence and Prevention.”, 139. 
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target audience is often more important than the physical result.21 

From the above it is significant to note that terrorist acts are planned in advance. The 

instilling of fear is supreme and deliberate. Terrorists attempt to instigate fear in the minds 

of the populace argues for the fact that the immediate victims of bomb explosion as it 

happened in several places in Nigeria are not the important focus; the target or emphasis is 

on the larger audience. Though the phenomenon has its victims, it is for sure, an onslaught 

upon the society.22 Terrorism in this volume may be refers to deliberate and systematic 

murder, maiming and menacing of the innocents in order to instill fear for political ends 

with economic, political, physical, religious and cultural consequences. 

Though act of terrorism is closely associated with guerrilla’s tactics, the two are not the 

same. To Jonathan Netanyahu, cited in Oriaku, guerrilla groups wears recognizable 

uniforms, attack only military target and do not use concealed weapon.23 

George Bush Jr., cited in Oriaku, argues that terrorists: “deliberately attack noncombatants 

for their own cynical purposes, while freedom fighters (guerrilla) by contrast seek to 

adhere to international law and civilized code of conduct”.24 Moa Tse Tung describes the 

method and tactics of guerrilla fighters, which the Chinese Red Army became skilled with 

thus: “When the enemy advances we retreat; when he stops we harass him, when he is 

                                                 

21 I. Okoronye, Terrorism in International Law, 11. 

22 S T. Reid, Crime and Criminology, 293. 

23 C I. Oriaku, Terrorism and African Perspective in the 21st Century, Abuja: Regent Publishing, 2005, 6162. 

24 C I. Oriaku, Terrorism and African Perspective in the 21st Century, 62. 
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tired we attack him”.25 The negative nature of the guerrilla strategy of warfare is that of 

avoiding open combat. Choice of targets; military and nonmilitary puts terrorists and 

guerillas apart and underlined the diffuse and complex nature of Nigerian experience as 

the military, other security outfits and civilians have been attacked alike. It is on this note 

the volume argues that the killing of women by Boko Haram is unconventional and anti-

jihad in the real Islamic sense of war. In short, unconventionalism made the group 

terrorist, aside choice of target. Terrorism is not just aimed at publicity and public shocks; 

it is a desperate explosion of extreme frustration bottled for years. It is not the beginning 

of struggle or agitation, but the last attempt to cause disorder and break down the power of 

constituted authority. This is why terrorists employed the methods of bombing, abduction, 

murder and hijacking. The gradual development of terrorism as State philosophy and its 

consequent degeneration to suicide bombing made it a rigorous exercise and all time 

business for its perpetrators. Terrorism may be categorized into the following: Civil 

disorder, political, non-political, quais terrorism, limited political terrorism and official or 

state terrorism. This are articulated thus:26 

                                                 

25 Rescued data from the volume entitled “The Twentieth Century World . .nd .  The name of author(s) dates 

and page number failed to display due to the nature of the classic. 

26 S T. Reid, Crime and Criminology, 293-294. 
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(a) the first has to do with any form of collective violence interfering with the peace, 

security, and normal functioning of the community; 

(b) the second entails violent criminal behaviour designed primarily to generate fear 

in the community, or a substantial segment of it, for political purposes; 

(c) the third is not aimed at political purposes, but the end is individual or collective 

gain rather than the achievement of a political objective; 

(d) The fourth encompasses those activities incidental to the commission of crimes of 

violence that are similar in form and method to true terrorism but which lack its 

essential ingredient. It is not the main purpose of quais terrorists to induce terror 

in the instant victim as in the case of true terrorism, but the quais terrorist uses the 

modalities and techniques of the true terrorists and produces similar consequences 

and reaction. Typically, the fleeing felon who takes hostages is a quais- terrorist, 

whose methods are similar to those of the true terrorist but whose purposes are 

quite different. It is this type of terrorism with which the American people have 

had greatest experience; 

(e) the fifth type is limited political terrorism characterized by a revolutionary 

approach. It refers to “ acts of terrorism which are committed for ideological or 

political motives but which are not part of a concerted campaign to capture 

control of the state”; and, 

(f) The last in the categorization is official or state terrorism, referring to “nations 

whose rule is based upon fear and oppression that reach terroristic proportions”. 

The above classification casts serious light on the understanding of Nigeria historical 

experience of terrorism. Sam Momah contributes to this understanding in the 
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categorization of terrorist groups into three on the basis of objectives namely; those 

inspired by political favour, those imbue by spirit of nationalism/ ethnic grievances or 

chauvinism and finally, those inspired by religious grievances particularly of the Islamic 

sect.27 Sultan of Sokoto, Sa’ad Abubakar III, observation that he has “never heard of 

Christian terrorists”28 seems to buttress Momah’s position. While this may be true, the 

Jews Zealots are regarded as terrorist too. There exists a document containing some names 

of “Christian” terrorists in Nigeria.29 While the issue of the Jews Zealot shall be expanded 

in chapter two, it should be noted that a Bible believing born again Christian, sanctified, 

filled with the Holy Ghost and living the life of Jesus Christ, the Prince of peace cannot 

engage in acts of terrorism except the person has not known Christ or deviated from the 

teaching of the Holy Bible. More importantly, bearing Christian names or names found in 

the Holy Bible does not qualify one to be Christian (for detail of this readers are referred 

to read in the Holy Bible ,books of: Isaiah 9: 6, John 3:3-7, Acts 11:26, Hebrew 12:14). A 

true Muslim, an adherent of Islam, Salam which means peace (Shalom) is not supposed to 

be engaged in act of terrorism, except deviated from the teachings and practice of Islam as 

contained in the Holy Q’uran.30 In brief, the coalescence of nationalists, religious and 

ethnic based groups surreptitiously supported by States and large cultural groups 

compound the fluidity and danger posed by terrorism. The situation is further worsened by 

any attempt to locate the ethnic and religious motivation away from the defective and 

                                                 

27 S. Momah, Global Disorders and the New World Order, Lagos: Vistas Books Ltd, 1993, 10-15. 

28 S. Nathaniel, Controversy: Christians commits more crimes than terrorists, https://www.legit.ng. 

29 M H.Nyako, M H. Nyako, A Few Threats to our Nation from the GEJ Federal Administration and a vision 
of Building the Nigeria of our Dream, (1), February, 2015,(unpublished and obtained from Nyako’s personal 

files),13. 

30 Anonymous, c.55 years, civil servant; Interviewed at Sokoto, 26th December, 2018. 

https://www.legit.ng/
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obsolete domestic and global system. 

Internationally, terrorism is some time ago considered legitimate if done undiscovered. 

Osama bin Laden, in 1998, buttresses this that, “terrorism can be commendable and can be 

reprehensible”.31 This is based on its success or failure. Put in another way, terrorism is 

praiseworthy if done undiscovered and culpable if discovered or failed. The United States 

should be the major culprit of state-sponsored terrorism. Instances of these were anti-

Cuban terrorism orchestrated by a secret special group founded in 1991 made up four 

hundred Americans and two thousand Cubans. The group operations was bombing of 

hotels and industrial installations, sinking of fishing boats, and poisoning of crops and 

livestock, contamination of sugar, among others.32 In the 1970s, USA sponsored terrorist 

activities in southern Lebanon and the in 1980s its terrorist agents left tales of murder, 

rape, arson and destruction in Nicaragua, Guatemala and El-Salvador, all in Central 

America.33 

That Osama bin Laden, was initially an agent of the America Central Intelligence Agency 

(CIA) recruited to fight the defunct Union of Soviet Socialist Republic (USSR) in the 

1980s is documented.34 During the cold war era, terrorism was the invisible or unseen 

venue or theatre of combat. Most lingering wars and conflicts in Africa and developing 

nations, were and are fueled and funded by foreign under covered agents to support or 

opposed domestic actors. Consequent upon political independence inter-States conflicts in 

                                                 

31 P T. Bergen, Holy War Inc: Inside the Secret World of Osama bin Laden, New York: Free Press, 2001, 2. 

32 I. Okoronye, Terrorism in International Law, 24. 

33 I. Okoronye, Terrorism in International Law, 24. 

34 The Guardian, 16th October, Lagos, 2001,41-43. 
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Africa came under the deluge of engineering from imperial powers against the backdrop 

of the knowledge of oil discovery and deposit in the continent. Proliferations of arms used 

by rebels in Africans States including Nigeria came from the west to prosecute the war of 

oil mineral exploitation and its profit in Africa. 

Consequences of security challenges in a plural society, Nigeria  

The true victim of terrorist is society itself. The action taken against immediate victim is 

coercive, designed to impress others. Cooper cited in Reid argued, terrorism can never be 

a victimless crime.35 This means that instant victims of terrorism are sometimes 

incidentally involved, as in where they are killed by bomb randomly placed. They victim 

may also be selected with conscious discrimination, as in situation where a politician is 

assassinated or a businessman is kidnapped. Nigeria from colonial all through 

independence times to date had experience various kinds of ferocious violent crime that 

create atmosphere of insecurity and terror. The first known attack or what may be 

regarded as act of terrorism in the area now identified as Nigeria dates back to the colonial 

period. This began with the bombing of Lagos in 185 1 36 by John Beecroft that led to the 

deposition of King Kosoko and the installation of King Akitoye , the burning down of 

Itsekiri town in 1851, the revolts of slaves against their masters in Calabar in 1851, the 

coercion of King Dosumu and the ceding of Lagos in 1861, the kidnapping of Jaja of 

Opobo in 1887, the Akassa raid of 1895 and the British reprisals and occupation of Brass.. 

These experience of terrorism is not only limited to the South and Western Nigeria, the 

North also have their own share of it. The coercive nature of how northern Nigeria was 

                                                 

35 S T. Reid, Crime and Criminology, Second Edition, New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1976, 295. 

36 O.Ikime, “The Western Niger-Delta and the Hinterland in the Nineteenth Century” in Groundwork of 

Nigerian History, O. Ikime (ed), Ibadan: Heinemann Educational Books, Nigeria Plc, 1980, 274-275. 
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brought under the British Dominion and the Emirs regarded as obdurate were deposed and 

replaced with more tractable ones before and after 1903 is well documented by 

historians.37 Instead of allowing deposed Emirs to remain in their domain, they were 

exiled (if you like kidnapped) to remote places, majority to as far away as the Niger-

Confluence areas of Lokoja and Ilorin. A good example was the case of Aliyu Babba, the 

Emir of Kano whose emirate fell to the British while away on a state visit to Sokoto, and 

on his way back home, he encountered the British and was kidnapped38, thereafter, not 

much was heard of his fate. These were act of terror meted out to the ancestors of modern 

Nigerians by the British. There was the 1962/63 Census crisis, Action Group crisis of 

1962, Federal Elections crisis of 1964, Western Elections crisis of 1965, the Nigerian Civil 

war, 1967 to 1970, General Elections crisis of 1979 and 1983, Maitatsine uprising of 1982 

in Kano, crisis of political and religious dimensions witnessed in Kano, Kaduna, 

Kafanchan, Jos and Shagamu, and the traditional and as well political violent conflicts 

between the Jukun and Kutebs in Taraba State, the Aguleris and Umuleris in Anambra 

State, the Ijaw and Itsekiris in Delta State, the Ogoni and Andoni in Rivers State and the 

turmoil in the Oil producing area of the Niger Delta, Ombatse militia in Nasarawa State, 

activities of political thugs across the States of the Federation and the Boko Haram 

insurgency in the north -east.39 These have seriously affected the nation negatively. 

                                                 

37 Y.B. Usman, “Keynote Address: Issues of Sovereignty” Northern Nigeria: A Century of Transformation, 

A.M. Yakubu (eds), Kaduna, Arewa House 2005, 5-8. 

38 R.A. Adeleye, Power and Diplomacy in Northern Nigeria: The Sokoto Caliphate and its Enemies, 1804-
1906, London:Longman, 1971, 277-279. 

39 U Ubandawaki, Political Conflict and the Challenges of Nigeria’s Sustainable Development in the 21st 

Century, A Regular paper presented for Faculty Seminar Series , Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, Sokoto 

State University, 16 December , 2015,6-7. T. Akuya, British Colonial Rule and Religious Conflict in Northern 

Nigeria, A paper presented at the National Conference on the theme: Nigeria since the 1914 Amalgamation 

organized by the Department of History and International Studies , Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida University, 
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One, one of the outcomes of act of terrorism or insurgency in a multi-ethnic or plural state 

like Nigeria is the reprisals it generates. Reprisals have continued to characterized 

insurgencies and conflicts that have ethno-religious and political underpinning in Nigerian 

state for decades. For instance, the Kano riot of 1953 was a reprisal of what happened in 

the House, when Chief Anthony Enahoro moved the motion for Nigeria’s self-

government, the January 15, 1966 coup and series of counter coup that consummated in 

the Nigerian civil war was a reprisal in ethnic and religion divided military circle,40 the 

outcome of Kaduna crisis of 2000, 2001, 2002 and other subsequent ones in other parts of 

the country triggered reprisals that went beyond speculated borderlands. Several 

Hausa/Fulani faced the repercussions in the South-East, South- South and South-West of 

the deed of their brothers in the North. The same was the Shagamu experience in Ogun 

State in which responses from Kaduna and Kano State can never be adequately 

quantified.41 The grain farmers and herdsmen clashes too generated reprisals in north 

central, south east and south west of the country. Though some of these acts may not be 

                                                                                                                                       
Lapai, Niger State, 4 to 7 May, 2014,13-14. I I. Bashir, Electoral Violence and Consolidation of Democratic 
Politics: An overview of Nigeria’s Experience since 1914, A paper presented at the National Conference on 

the theme: Nigeria since the 1914 Amalgamation organized by the Department of History and International 

Studies, Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida University, Lapai, Niger State, 4 to 7 May, 2014, 12-16. A Danladi, 

Ethnic Militias and the Challenge of Sustainable Development in Contemporary Nigeria: A Reflection on 

Ombatse in Nasarawa State, A paper presented at the National Conference on the theme: Nigeria since the 

1914 Amalgamation organized by the Department of History and International Studies, Ibrahim Badamasi 
Babangida University, Lapai, Niger State, 4 to 7 May, 2014, 7-17.A U. Alhaji, A .Usman, A . Ahmed, Trend, 

Development and Implication of Political Thuggery in Northern Nigeria: As study of the Kalare Thuggery in 

Gombe State, 1996-2011, A paper presented at the National Conference on the theme: Nigeria since the 1914 

Amalgamation organized by the Department of History and International Studies, Ibrahim Badamasi 

Babangida University, Lapai, Niger State, 4 to 7 May, 2014,4-9. G O. Odeh, The 2015 Historic Presidential 

Election in Nigeria: A Contribution to African Revolutionary Frameworks, Zaria: Ahmadu Bello University 
Press, 2015, 44. 

40 M H. Nyako, “ A Memo to the Northern Governors Forum on Full Fledged Genocide in Northern Nigeria, 

April 16, 2014” in G O.Odeh (edj Interrogating the PDP and the Rise of APC: Issues in the Selected Speeches 

of Murtala Hamman-Yero Nyako, Makurdi: Gwatex publishers, 2018, 85. 

41 A.M. Adejo, “Recurring Violent Ethnic Conflicts and the Unintended Consequences on the Nigerian State” 

FASS: Journal of Faculty of Arts Seminar Series, 178. 
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classify as terrorism, but the point being raised is that any kind of acts of mutiny visited on 

a multi-ethnic State by a member of its components units has 95 percent capability of 

generating tensions and reprisals from other part or group who felt victimized. Through 

violent conflict, arms and ammunitions fell into the hands of wrong persons. Such arms 

are used for perpetrating further crime. Two, loss of lives and destructions of properties 

constitutes another aftermath of insurgency. Children, women, the aged, handicapped and 

even energetic men usually fall victim of conflicts and insurgency. The married were 

rendered either widows or widowers, children rendered orphans and fathers and mothers 

childless. Commenting on the destructive impact of conflicts and insurgencies on Nigerian 

State, an editorial of Human Rights Monitor, cited in Gadaku, opines that:  

Children have lost their fathers and mothers as a result of conflicts 

(terrorism...Emphasis Added) arising from ethnic, religious (and 

political.. .Emphasis Added) issues. Women have lost their husbands in 
conflict, husband and wives have lost their children as a result of 
conflicts; entire villages and communities have been internally displaced 
and communities rendered desolate as a result of ethnic and religious 
strife.42 

As a matter of fact, conflict and terrorism have negative impact on the people. In 1964 and 

1965 elections crisis Operation Wetie killed many and wounded hundreds. During 

Olusegun Obasanjo administration, it is documented that due to violent conflicts over 

10,000 lives were lost.43 Between 2009 and 2018, Boko Haram insurgents killed tens of 

                                                 

42 B.T. Gudaku, Agony of Crises: A Challenge to National Development and Integration, Jos: Fab 

Educational Books, 2007, 48-49. 

43 U Ubandawaki, Political Conflict and the Challenges of Nigeria’s Sustainable Development in the 21st 

Century, 7. 
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thousands and displaced millions of people.44 This is aside those that died as a result of 

post-election violence, ethno- religious and communal crisis, among others. 

Three is the psychological effect and phobia insurgency/terrorism has on the Nigerians. 

The choice of target as noted already in the volume played significant role here as 

message is been sent to the larger audience and not the victims of the actual violence 

themselves. The point is that the impact of terrorism is more psychological than actual 

physical act itself, the choice of a more symbolic target attract more of the vital “oxygen” 

of publicity.45 Killing and slaughtering of parents in the eyes of the children and hearing 

countless sounds or rounds of gunshots and explosions of bomb and dangerous weapons 

produces negative psychological effects in the lives of children and even adults who are 

privileged to survive such tragedy/horror. The impact of these is that such children grow 

up with negative feelings and the adult in their remaining life, live with fears and personal 

hatred for groups perceived to have visited violent crime on their parents and people.46 

These kind of children could also become perpetrators of violent as they are prince of 

violent themselves, while the adults retaliate at the slightest opportunity and provocation. 

These therefore portend great danger to national unity and integration. Agreed, in every 

successful marriage, love is the most essential ingredient and binding force, unity takes the 

place of love in nation building engineering. How can there be love for one another, when 

one knows and is nursing in mind the evil a group or groups had done to his or her people 

                                                 

44 Council on Foreign Relations, Boko Haram Deadly Impact, https:// www.cfr.org. 

45 S J. Barela, International Law, New Diplomacy and Counter terrorism: An Interdisciplinary Study of 

Legitimacy, London & New York: Routledge, 2014, 62. 

46 Interview, Alechenu Victor Adoyi, c. 26, Student, Department of Psychology, Nasarawa State University 

Keff, 3rd February, 2012. 
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and ancestors. Knowing that “a brother offended is harder to be won” than external 

enemy, Olusegun Obasanjo, reiterates the contradictions and complications in prosecuting 

the Nigerian civil war taking into cognizance of its psychological effects on Igbo brothers 

in the post war Nigerian State thus: 

...unlike other wars across international boundaries, it was a war of 
unification and re-integration. It was therefore a much more difficult war 
for the field commanders to prosecute with the objectives of unification 
in mind than wars fought against aggressors on foreign land. The human 

aspect was paramount. It was a contradiction and complication not easy 
to resolve-how to fight causing only limited destruction, how to inflict 
wounds and heal at the same time, to subdue without fatal and permanent 
injustices...how to achieve surrender without inflicting permanent or 
long lasting psychological humiliation.47 

Though Nigeria is not at war against any ethnic group or its component part presently, the 

above summarizes the psychological effects of the issues under discourse. Act of 

insurgency/terrorism has created and may still create more negative psychological affect 

on Nigerian children and even adult. The psychological effect of terrorism may last for all 

of the eternity in the memories of those who witnessed and narrowly escaped it as 

historical and psychological evidence would have us believed. Insurgent torn societies 

tend to remain extremely polarized with factions persistently striving to undermine peace 

accords. Thus, the act should be guided against or avoided at all cost or by all means 

possible. 

Four, there is the challenge of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). All categories of 

people; adult, youths and children are vulnerable to this challenge. This is an unintended 

consequence of insurgency. Material and psychological insecurity defined the lives of the 

                                                 

47 O. Obasanjo, My Commansd: Account of the Nigerian Civil-War, 1967-70, London: Heinemann 1981, 159. 
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IDPs. They live in fear, frustration and despair arising from the fact that they are removed 

from their homes and found themselves in a condition not of their own making of which 

they lack power to control. According to Pope John Paul 11, cited in Gadaku, the lives of 

internally displaced persons (IDPs), is that of unforgettable painful experience of flight,  

insecurity and anxious search for an appropriate place to settle.48 During Olusegun 

Obasanjo administration, it is documented that due to violent conflicts over 300,000 

people were displaced.49 United Nations Refugee Agency estimates that since 2009, 2.4 

million people have been displaced and more than 7 million are at the risk of starvation as 

a result of Boko Haram insurgency.50 Five, the unscrupulous behavior of some security 

personnel or “peace keepers” who consciously and sometime unconsciously extort, rape 

women/girls (married and single), and disorganized local economies while embarking on 

all forms of illegal business. The challenge female gender faced in conflict and terror 

situation is well captioned by Tsuwa, and Akuul, cited in Tyav, and Catherine, thus: 

The above may capture the plight of 273 Chibok girls of Borno State and Dapchi girls in 

Yobe kidnapped by Boko Haram terrorist in 2014 and 2017 respectively. Asabe Vilitia, 

One of the commonest consequences and challenges of conflict (act of terrorism... 

Emphasis Added) on the women is in form of abuse on their dignity.women are raped, 

conscripted, and (sometimes) transported or reluctantly turned into prostitutes or forced 

marriages even with rival militia; for example, during world war II, the Japanese imperial 

army took and kept hundreds of Korean, Filipino, Chinese and Malaysian ladies as 

                                                 

48 B.T. Gudaku, Agony of Crises... 97. 

49 U Ubandawaki, Political Conflict and the Challenges of Nigeria’s Sustainable Development in the 21st 

Century, 7. 

50 Council on Foreign Relations, Boko Haram Deadly Impact, https:// www.cfr.org. 
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comfort women (who also) provided them the sexual needs of members of the Japanese 

army.51 Cited in Aisha Bawa, buttresses this that: 

Women and children in the north-east region have suffered untold 

hardship as a result of ongoing war against the Boko Haram militants. ... 
Some of the women have been abused by the insurgents; many others are 
now rendered widows.52 

This need to be clear, first, that the war is not just against Boko Haram, but also Boko 

Haram against Nigerian State. In the case of Chibok girls, some released girls came back 

pregnant, some with babies and others probably with HIV and AIDS. Arguably, most of 

these girls were virgins, but their conditions upon return shows that they were subjected to 

organized sexual molestation. Aside sexual related challenges, is the engagement of 

female captives in suicide bombing. The issue of female suicide bombing began after the 

capture of Chibok girls in 2014. This does not mean they are the one being used by Boko 

Haram for suicide missions since then as age evidence or difference between the Chibok 

girls and those used for suicide bombing would have us believed. At present, there is 

holdup of historical evidence to substantiate that. The Boko Haram change over to using 

female for suicide operation followed the change in the Nigerian military counter-

insurgency strategy that gave birth to the formation of Civilian Joint Task Force in 2013. 

This change in counter insurgency greatly affected the operations of Boko Haram as most 

of the male group became prone to suspect, arrest and detention. Since then, female 

gender became weapon of war as they are hardly suspected and checked at security points. 

                                                 

51 T. Terungwa etal, “The Role of Women in Post Conflict Reconstruction in Africa” African Journal of 

Economy and Society, (7&8), 102, Makurdi: Aboki Publishers, 142. 

52 A B. Bawa, “Women as Victims of Insurgency: A Study of Female Suicide Bombers in Nigeria” in Journal 
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Mia cited in Aisha Bawa substantiates this position that: 

Using women to carry out these missions could be a strategy to increase 

their successes, as women are less likely to be suspected of carrying a 

bomb, less likely to be searched are able better concealing their equipment. 

This makes female suicide bombers especially dangerous in crowded 

market, transportation hubs, and religious sites, all of which are common 

targets.53 

Since 2014, the rate of female suicide bombing has being on the steady increase given the 

successes female gender tool has recorded. 

The table below shows Female Suicide Activities, 2014-2016 

S/No Date State/ Town Place No. of 

female 

Casualties 

1 8/6/14 Gombe 301 battalion 

barracks of 

Nigerian Army 

1 Killed 2 and injured 3 

2 25/6/14 Lagos Energy deport 1 Nil 

3 2//7/14 Borno Zabarmani 

Village 

6 Killing themselves , 1 

soldier and injured more 

100 persons 4 12/11/14 Niger 

(Kontangora) 

FCE 1 Suicide bomber and injured 

1 

5 Nov.2014 Yobe 

(Potiskum) 

GCSSSS 1 48 killed, 79 injured 

6 11/1/15 Yobe 

(Potiskum) 

GSM Market 1 Killed 5, wounded many 

7 22/6/15 Borno 

(Maiduguri) 

Fish market 2 30 killed and many injured 

                                                 

53 A B. Bawa, “Women as Victims of Insurgency”..87. 
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8 July 2015 Kano Mosque 1 1 suicide bomber, injured 

1 

9 1/7/15 Borno Malai Gen. 

Hospital 

1 male and 

female 

2 suicide bombers 

10 2/7/15 Borno Malaria village 

mosque 

1 12 died and 7 injured 

11 6/7/15 Kano Mosque 1 1 female suicide bomber 

12 24/10/15 Maiduguri Yazare 2 1 blew herself and others 

arrested 

13 18/11/15 Kano( twin 

blast) 

Mobile phone 

market farm 

centre market 

4 Killing 15 including the 

2 suicide bombers, injured 

57 14 10/2/16 Dikwa ( Borno) IDP Camp 2 60 killed and 76 injured 

Source: A B. Bawa, “Women as Victims of Insurgency: A Study of Female Suicide 

Bombers in Nigeria” in Journal of Arts and Humanities (6) 2, 2017, 88, at: https: www.the 

artjoumal.org.pdf. 

In short, the shifting in the locus of operations to using of female gender made the attack 

of Boko Haram more deadly. It is probable that many women may not have wiling 

surrendered to be used as suicide bombers, just as many women won’t enjoy sexual abuse. 

The difference is that, while some of the women sexually abused in all violent crime 

including Boko Haram, cannot voice out their experiences for fear of loss of dignity and 

stigmatization, female suicide bombers hardly survive after operation talk less of narrating 

their experiences. However, influence of drugs, threats of being killed, brain washing, bio 

-physiological characteristics, psychological state, psychoanalytic perception, 

manipulation of sex role and women liberation movement54 account for why female or 

women are engaged in crime. Cooper cited in Reid, aptly captured sexuality in 

                                                 

54 E U. Oluwu, Women in Crime: A Critical Review of Etiological Studies, Makurdi: Aboki publishers, 2012, 
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consideration of the etiology of terrorism thus: “The politics of sex are more influential in  

terrorism than the politics of Mao, Trotsky, or Ho Chi Minh. It is just that the latter, as a 

rationalization, seems so much more respectable and the terrorist, above all else , craves 

respect.. .”.55 This may explain why women submit to be used as suicide bombers and 

probably sexually abused by the Boko Haram members. Terrain of terror and war made all 

these reasons for female crime possible. Though valid, the age of those involved in Boko 

Haram suicide bombing cast doubt on the degree of the influence of bio-physical 

characteristics of female criminality. It may be safely sum up that Nigeria women for 

decades have been victim of violent crime and insurgency. 

Six, diversion of government expenditure to security is another outcome of insurgency. 

Arising from the rising tempo of insurgency ranging from the Niger-Delta to Boko Haram 

and other forms of conflicts in Nigeria, government have spent more than ever before in 

the area of security up to the point of even establishing Ministry of Niger- Delta.56 The 

establishment of Nigerian Army University in Biu, Borno State and the ongoing 

Admiralty University in Delta State costing billions of naira is informed by security 

situation of the areas rather than sheer benevolent of the federal government. As a matter 

of fact, instead of government spending on other key sectors of our economy, security 

issues become the topmost priority in governments’ agenda. Thus, areas like Agriculture, 

Education, Health, Housing and Infrastructure continued to occupied foot note position in 

our national budget. In the name of fighting insurgency, government officials and decision 

makers loot government funds. The so called or alleged Dasukigate of Colonel Sambo 

                                                 

55 S T. Reid, Crime and Criminology, 295. 

56 S.A. Benjamin, Assessing the Crisis Resolution Strategies in the Niger-Delta Region: Policy Analysis 

Project Report National Assembly, Abuja: 2010, 65-66. 
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Dasuki buttresses this point. There has being release of chunk of money by President  

Muhammadu Buhari in the name of fighting Boko Haram, yet the military were poorly 

armed and the condition of security in the north east keeps deteriorating. This underscores 

the possibility of ongoing surreptitious business or arms trade by those responsible for 

prosecuting the war against terror. Instigating and fighting war is the most lucrative 

business in military industry, known to Europe and America. If the world powers 

experienced financial breakthrough through sales of arms, it then means that those saddled 

with the responsibility of procuring arms and prosecuting the war against insurgency are 

also making financial fortune. The delay in crushing insurgency in the north east and the 

general insecurity in Nigeria are point up to undercover business which possibly will be 

uncovered with time. Nyako, throws light on this claim thus: 

...It is now clear to all and sundry that there is an unhindered coordination 

between the activities of Boko Haram sect and some strategic commanders 
sitting in some high offices in our national defence system. How else could 
there be such timely actions regarding the immediate withdrawal of Military 
near vital positions such as schools and colleges with the immediate arrival 
of Boko Haram squad of murderers. Not only are these withdrawals of the 
Military and the attacks of Boko Haram timely, it is noticed that such attacks 

would last for hours without counter response by the Military, even if they 
are located at a hearing distance. We have had cases where a fleet of Air 
Force aircraft was being burnt by Boko Haram near a unit of Military, yet the 
latter will not respond. We have had a case when a retired General and a 
Civil War hero was being shot to death by alleged Boko Haram attackers in 
front of soldiers detailed to protect the area, yet there was no response 

from...57 

                                                 

57 M H. Nyako, “ A Contribution at the 3-day Symposium on Current Economic, Social and Security 

Challenges Facing Northern Nigeria, in Washington DC, USA, Organized by the US Institute of Peace, March 
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Murtala Hamman-Yero Nyako, Makurdi: Gwatex publishers, 2018, 70-71. 
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The way and manner the Chibok and Dapchi girls were kidnapped and other related events 

surrounding the operations of the insurgents and the Military substantiate this fact. Former 

President Dr Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, equally agree with Nyako as he notes that, Boko 

Haram had infiltrated his government and were in the executive, legislative and judiciary 

arms of government as well as the police and the armed forces.58 An officer buttresses this 

thus: 

I was shocked to bone marrow when a hand written letter, I wrote 
proffering solution to the security situation somewhere in Nigeria was 
brought by members of the group to my office. They asked if I was the 
writer of the letter and I said yes, because it was deadly to deny at that 

moment. After showing me the letter, they left my office.59 

The above observation shows the prevalent of the internal conspirators in the security 

service. This should save time in answer to the questions; have the members of the sect in 

Dr Goodluck Ebele Jonathan administration retired from politics, judiciary, police and 

armed forces? Certainly not! It means they and their descendants are probably in President 

Muhammadu Buhari government. Apart from Boko Haram, the award of contract to 

Tompolo to supply 20 Marine Patrol Vessels to Navy60 speaks for government 

involvement in the crisis in the oil rich Niger Delta. All this is the bane of instigating and 

containing insurgency in Nigeria. 

                                                 

58 M H. Nyako, A Few Threats to our Nation from the GEJ Federal Administration and a vision of Building 

the Nigeria of our Dream, (1), F ebruary, 2015 ,(unpublished and obtained from Nyako’s personal files),1. 
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Finally, there are international implications of terrorism on Nigerian State. One of such is 

the calling of Nigerians names outside Nigeria.61 Nigerians in Europe, American and other 

continents of the world were called names like; Niger-Delta and Boko Haram. The 2014 

Boko Haram attacks on Gwoza, Konduga Kawuri areas, Burni Yadi area of Borno and 

Yobe State attracted international criticism and the closing of Nigeria’s border with the 

Republic of Cameroun.62 As a matter of fact, Nigerians were given special attention in the 

areas of searching and screening at airports outside Nigeria. In brief, the stigmatization 

and discrimination that followed members of terrorist nations is seconded and probably 

comparable to racial discrimination Africans experienced during the trans-Atlantic slave 

trade. After all, Europe has being looking for opportunities to blackmail Africa and the 

blacks; the door seems to have been opened by the enrolment of Nigeria into the list of 

terrorist nations. It also affects Nigerian local and foreign investors. No one invest in an 

atmosphere of rancor as such, foreign investors who may have patronized Nigerian State 

are wary of insecurity in the country- South- South, South-East and Northern Nigeria. 

Between January 1998 and August of the same year alone, Shell Company was blocked 

for 117 times, leading to a loss of about 11 barrel of crude oil estimated at $1.32 Billion.63 

In 2006, due to the activities of MEND Nigeria witnessed 20 percent reduction in oil 

production.63 64 This has been the experience in the zone each time the youths take on the 

                                                 

61 Anonymous, A Nigerian woman in US, narrates the experiences of Nigerians when she came to Nigeria 15th 

March, 2011. O.Adeniyi, Power, Politics and Death: A Front Row Account of Nigeria under the late President 
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A. Vaaseh (eds), Makurdi: Gwatex Publishers, 2015,79. 
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Government or Oil Company. Such looses greatly affect the State in all areas since oil 

remain the mainstay of Nigeria economy. As existing companies are relocating, new 

investors are reluctant to come in. 

Conclusion 

The paper has taken care of the consequences of violent crime on Nigerian State. It argued 

that from the bombing of Lagos on Christmas eve of 1851 to the bombing of St. Theresa's' 

Catholic Church Madalla, Niger-State on 25th, December 2011 and subsequent ones, a lot 

of lives and properties has been wasted as a result of violent conflict and insurgency. This 

has negatively impacted on the nation nationally and internationally and if not addressed, 

it is have the potential of nailing the coffin of Nigerian State. 

                                                                                                                                       
64 U Ubandawaki, Political Conflict and the Challenges of Nigeria’s Sustainable Development in the 21st 

Century, 10. 


