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Abstract 

The increasing clash between farmers and herders in Nigeria calls for a thorough study to 

ascertain the prospects and possibility of dialogue them. The former and latter both 

utilizing the Goronyo Dam co-exist amidst a mixed pattern of relationship, sometimes 

cordial and in some other time conflictual. There are thus diverse reasons for resentment 

between the former and the latter that utilized the Goronyo dam. The study on an 

alternative framework for peaceful coexistence between the two groups (2019) revealed 

that the herdsmen expressed grievances about their grazing areas, cattle route, and 

places for animals to drink water were submerged in the irrigation scheme. The study 

found among other things that, there are deep resentment and grievances on the Land 

Tenure Survey before the construction of the second phase of the irrigation scheme by 

Gilmor Construction Company. The study revealed that there is a communication gap 

between the farmers and the company that carried the Land Tenure Survey because a lot 

of farmers were not able to locate or identify their farmlands after the construction of the 

scheme during the sharing and allocation of farms by the Sokoto Rima River Development 

Authority. A lot of farmers were either omitted in the list of landowners or their farms 

were not measured during the Land Tenure Survey. The survey also revealed that the 
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construction of the irrigation scheme has predisposed some village areas to flood and air 

pollution (increase the moisture content of ambient air around) which were hitherto not 

exposed to those threats. The construction of a dyke in the second phase by Gilmor has 

exposed villages like Basana, Gorau, Birjingo, Gidan Adu’a to flood, worst of all, in 

Karnawa, the entire village is now surrounded by the irrigation areas and there is 

palpable fear, that irrigation farming would force the entire community to migrate 

because of the hazards they faced. Additionally, during the construction of the irrigation 

scheme, herdsmen were not considered and ignored which is been the major cause of 

clashes between the farmers and the cattle herders in the area. It has been found that 

there was no provision for cattle routes, grazing areas, crossing bridges, and place for 

drinking water, particularly for animals. Moreover, the survey also discovered that the 

dam has no adequate security which paved the way for fishing with illegal equipment and 

the resultant effects, which has grounded the fishing activities with the Goronyo dam 

reservoir. Against this backdrop, this paper seeks to examine prospects and possibilities 

of dialogue between farmers and herders that utilize the Goronyo dam. The paper argued 

that since conflict is inevitable, a dialogue would no doubt go a long way in resolving the 

conflicts and by extension ensuring peaceful coexistence between them. 

Keywords: Prospects, dialogue, Farmers, Herders, Goronyo Dam. 
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Introduction 

The increasing desertification in the Northeast and some States in Northwestern Nigeria 

has been forcing farmers and pastoralists to migrate to places where there is the constant 

availability of water and arable land for farming. The contraption of arable land and water 

has forced water users to concentrate on the irrigation areas where the land is arable and 

water is readily available. Therefore, high demand for scarce arable land for herding and 

farming often produce stiff competition and violent conflict. Because irrigation scheme 

mostly focuses on farmers and neglect the pastoralist. It is generally accepted that where 

there are competing uses for a resource, some amount of conflict may be imminent. This 

is even more so when the resource in question is, land, which can be put into different 

productive uses. Fadama land has traditionally been used for crop production (wet and dry 

seasons cropping) as well as dry. The ESIA survey (2017) conducted in Goronyo revealed 

that the common complaints narrated by both herdsmen and farmers during the ESIA 

survey in Goronyo are the issue of land ownership. Most of the farmers in the three 

sectors (Mai-Iyali, Takakume, and Falaliya) of the Middle Rima River Irrigation Scheme 

averred that the actual size of their land measured during Land Tenure Survey before the 

construction of the scheme was not returned to them whereas other farms are nowhere to 

be found. The herdsmen also expressed similar grievances; their grazing areas, cattle 

route, and places for animals to drink water were submerged in the irrigation scheme. 

In recent times, some parts of Sokoto State have witnessed insecurity, which has affected 

its performance in the development arena. The scourge of insecurity ranges from 

kidnapping and banditry/cattle rustling. The Local Government Areas mostly affected are 

Sabon Birni, Isa, Rabah, Goronyo, Dande-Shuni, Tureta, Kebbe, and Tangaza. The 

scourge of insecurity is of negative and detrimental effects to the State. It has 

consequences on the economy; Agriculture being the predominant occupation of the 

people of the State is seriously affected, which has an impact on food security. Besides, it 

has an impact on commerce and commercial activities in respect of the movement of 



213 

 

https://rijhis.com  

 

Prospects and Possibilities of Dialogue Between Farmers and            ISSN: 2672-4871 

 Herders: A Study Of Rima Valley Irrigation Scheme in Goronyo Dam 

goods and persons, the proliferation of refugees, and IDPs. These and many more have 

implications on the development of the State in terms of labor productivity and increasing 

poverty (Dansabo, 2020). 

Against this backdrop, this paper seeks to examine prospects and possibilities of dialogue 

between farmers and herders that utilize the Goronyo Dam. The paper argued that since 

conflict is inevitable, a dialogue would no doubt go a long way in resolving the conflicts 

and by extension ensuring peaceful coexistence between them. To achieve this, the paper 

is divided into seven sections. Section one being the introduction provides a background 

to the problem, section two the conceptual framework which anchors the discussion; 

section two focuses on a brief literature review, section four deals the methodology 

employed in the study, section five dwells on analysis of the findings. Section six 

discusses the findings, and finally, section seven draws some conclusions where 

recommendations are proffered. 

Conceptual Framework 

The conceptual framework explains the operational definitions of the terms and also 

shows the relationship between independent and dependent variables. Farmers and harders 

as independent variables are the presumed cause of Conflict and Peaceful coexistence as 

dependent variables. 

Farmer: Is a person engaged in agriculture, raising living organisms for food or raw 

materials. The term usually applies to people who do some combination of raising field 

crops, orchards, vineyards, poultry, or other livestock. 

Herders: Are those who rear their animals, they mostly interact with the farmers in the 

discharge of their duties of rearing animals, the resultant effects of their relationship are a 

time peaceful while in some other times conflictual depending on the situation. Some of 

the herders are themselves farmers and vice versa.
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Conflict: It implies a clash of interest. The basis of conflict may vary but, it is always a 

part of society. Basis of conflict- personal, racial, class, caste, political, and international. 

Conflict in groups often follows a specific course. 

Peaceful Coexistence: Signifies in essence the repudiation of war as a means of solving 

controversial issues. It 

presupposes an 

obligation to refrain 

from conflict. 

Dialogue
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Literature Review 

An overview of Irrigation farming 

Many agrarian countries in Africa are experiencing high population growth with an 

accompanying increased demand for arable cropland. The need to provide food of crop and 

animal origin to meet ever-growing demands necessitates opening up of lands hitherto 

uncultivated including marginal lands. In many cases, especially where high population densities 

have led to overcrowding of existing farmlands, agricultural intensification has inevitably 

resulted. This kind of population-driven agricultural intensification often necessitates the 

adoption of certain farming techniques such as irrigation procedures and the adoption of 

agrochemicals or improved organic farming techniques. Farmlands that were left to fallow for 

natural regeneration of the soil nutrients are fast disappearing so also are grazing lands that have 

traditionally provided dry season grazing to pastoralists. 

Tanzania, too, in areas where crop farmers and traditional animal keepers, the pastoralists, 

interact, the rivalry has always been there (Msuya, 2013). Mali is another country located in 

West Africa where the two occupations are found coexisting and occasional escalation of 

conflict has been a recurrent phenomenon. Approximately 42% of land-use conflicts in Mali are 

between herders and farmers. In most cases, these conflicts stem from disputed access to and 

control over land and water resources (Jones- Casey and Knox, 2011). According to Jones-Casey 

and Knox (2011) conflicts also arise when herders violate post-harvest grazing rules, such as the 

traditional practice of Sammande. Following the grain harvest, herders are granted two days to 

graze their cattle and other small animals on the millet and sorghum stalks. Traditionally, these 

days were scheduled immediately following the cutting of the stalks. However, because more 

people are vying for grazing rights and farmers are increasingly worried that herders will ruin 

their fields, this has changed. Herders are often frustrated that chiefs do not set the Sammande 

days earlier so that the millet stalks do not dry out, while farmers are frustrated because they 
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believe that the herders bribe the chiefs to allow Sammande too soon after the harvest. 

Cases of farmer-herder conflict often include situations in which land under cultivation has 

expanded into traditional transhumant herdsmen routes, or blocked access by cattle to water 

sources such as wells or riverbanks. In other cases, lowland areas that were once reserved for 

burgoo (a plant on which cattle graze) are being converted to large-scale or small-scale rice 

production. The reduced availability of land both for cultivation and grazing is another source of 

conflict. Because there is less available land - and because the land near water is viewed as a 

prime place for the cultivation of both vegetables and staple crops - farmers often surround water 

holes and wells with fields or garden plots. 

As a result, it is difficult for herders to access these water sources with their herds. Traditionally, 

herders made arrangements with local chiefs to use wells or to dig their wells for watering their 

animals. Water was free to use throughout the year. Since the intense droughts, however, both 

residents and transhumant herders are charged for using village wells during the dry season, 

while during the rainy season animals can drink freely from waterholes. 

Conflict in Fadama Resources 

The importance and utility of fadama land to crop and animal farmers necessitates some amount 

of competition. Competition for such resources is aggravated by growing human and animal 

populations. Conflict in fadama resource use can be caused by agricultural intensification where 

the existing resource is put into more intensive use by any group of a farmer (crop or livestock). 

Such intensification may be population-driven (more persons to a unit of fadama resource). In 

this case, competition/conflict becomes very stiff between different resource users (crop farmers 

and animal farmers, for example). Such situations usually favor crop farmers who tend to control 

the resource. For livestock to benefit from the use of the resource, therefore, there must be some 

form of integration of cropping and livestock by the same resource owner. In some African 
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countries where is frequent clashes between the farmers and the herdsmen such as Tanzania, 

some measures were taken to address the recurrent violence. The 2001 Pastoral Charter 

recognizes the rights of pastoralists to both move their animals and to have access to resources to 

maintain their livestock. The charter also states that local authorities are responsible for resolving 

land use disputes (Msuya, 2013).  

Methodology 

Going by the projected population of the two LGAs which is 578,641, it will be difficult for the 

entire population to be interviewed. Therefore, the sample size of the study was 377. With the 

population 578,641 size, the margin error of 5%, confidence level of 95%, and with the 

assumption that the response distribution of each question is 50%, the recommended sample size 

of the survey based on the total population of the selected village areas is 377 using the sample 

size calculator published in 2004 by Raosoftinc. The sample size of each village area was 

determined by its population percentage. A total of 19 village areas were selected from Goronyo 

LGA and 16 village areas were selected from Gada LGA. 

To elicit complementary detailed information i.e. Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) in each 

village area was held for two different categories of people namely: farmers and herdsmen. 

Between 6 and 10 respondents would be targeted per group. This size enhances effective 

participation by all members of the group. A wider group is detrimental to the purpose of the 

research as some members may not take part actively. The responses to issues raised were tape-

recorded and thereafter professionally transcribed and qualitatively analyzed. Similarly, the data 

were integrated into the main quantitative data. The target population for the administration of 

the questionnaires was both adult and youth members of households. The questionnaires were 

personally administered by the members of the research team.
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A cluster sampling technique was employed in the selection of the sample. Each of the village 

areas was divided into clusters. On arrival to each village, the principal researcher introduces the 

team to the traditional ruler who then assembles the required number and categories of 

respondents for the administration of questionnaires, KIIs, and FGDs. This was made possible 

because a letter of introduction was sent to all villages and District Heads ahead of the visit 

through a town crier. This technique was adopted in response to the residential pattern of the 

villages (scattered), rules and regulations for gaining entrance, and the respect that traditional 

rulers command in such homogeneous societies. Specifically, Focus Group Discussions with 

participants in Falaliya, Mai-Iyali, and Takakume sectors were organized. 

Table 1: FGDs conducted 

Participants Number Community/ Sector 

Farmers 1 Falaliya 

Herdsmen 1 Falaliya 

Subtotal 2 
 

Farmers 1 Mai- iyali 

Herdsmen 1 Mai- iyali 

Subtotal 2 
 

Farmers 1 Takakume 

Herdsmen 1 Takakume 

Subtotal 2 
 

Total 6 3 Sectors 

Source: Field work, 2020 
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A well-structured questionnaire was administered as the main instrument of data collection 

containing relevant questions on the study variables. The questions were open and close-ended 

with fixed alternatives for the close-ended questions and open-ended questions which allowed 

the respondents to freely express their views. Before the administration of the questionnaires, the 

District Heads of the selected areas were informed and the purpose of the study was duly 

explained to them. Apart from the questionnaire, which was the main instrument of data 

collection, key informants, and focuses group interview guides were designed to elicit 

complementary information. 

As said earlier, the questionnaire was the main instrument of data collection, which were 

administered personally by the research team as well as conducting Key Informant Interviews 

(KII) and Focus Group Discussions (FGDs). The triangulation method was employed in the 

analysis of the data to be obtained. The quantitative data were subjected to the statistics package 

for social sciences (SPSS version 20) computer software. Univariate and multivariate analyses 

were used in the analysis. The univariate analysis summarized the socio-economic and 

demographic characteristics of the respondents into percentages, whereas multivariate analysis 

examined the crosstabulation of variables to ascertain relationships between them. Tables and 

charts were used for a pictorial representation of the data. On the other hand, the qualitative data 

were subjected to qualitative analysis through content analysis which is intending to bring out 

the thematic views of the respondents through verbatim quotations. Triangulation was used in 

the analysis of data obtained where both the qualitative and quantitative data were integrated.
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Findings 

This section dwells on the analysis and discussions of the findings. To do that the section is 

thematically divided based on the research objectives. The sample size fluctuates as some 

respondents could not be reached due to security challenges at the time of the visit of the team to 

the area. Initially, the sample size was projected at 377 but we were only able to reach 328; 

hence, the sample size used for the analysis stood at 328. 

Research Question One: What is the pattern of relationship that exists between the farmers 

and herders in Goronyo and Gada Local Government areas? 

This section addresses the first Research question as well as the first objective of this research 

 

Table 2: Pattern of Relationship between the Farmers and the Herders 

Item Frequency Percentage 

Very Cordial 21 6.4 

Cordial 111 33.8 

Conflictual 149 45.4 

Very Conflictual 9 2.7 

No response 38 11.6 

Total 328 100.0 
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Figure 1: Pattern of Relationship between the Farmers and the Herders 

Table 2 and Figure 1 show the pattern of relationship that existing between the farmers and the 

herders in Goronyo and Gada LGA. 21(6.4%) of the respondents indicated that the relationship 

was very cordial, 111(33.8%) of the respondents indicated that the relationship was cordial 

149(45.4%) of the respondents indicated that the relationship was conflictual while 9(2.7%) of 

the respondents indicated that the relationship was a mixture of cordiality and pockets of 

conflicts. This implies that the pattern of relationship that existed between the farmers and the 

herders in Goronyo and Gada LGA is mixed. A community leader during a Key Informant 

Interview (KII) submitted that: 

We rarely witness clashes between the farmers and the herders 

because, daily, we enjoin the people to desist from trespassing into 
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what does not belong to them. The major benefits of this measure are 

that; we have not encountered or had any report of conflict between the 

farmers and the pastoralists. We had not heard any case where Fulani 

killed Hausa or vice versa (KII with Nabatsami, Gorau, 28th December 

2016). 

Reacting further on the issue of farmer-herders clash in the area, a religious leader narrated that: 

You know it is the herdsmen that came and enter farm not farm that 

goes to meet the cattle. The farmers used to insist on their right that is 

the cattle that came and meet them, as a result of this altercation, 

conflict ensued. But the clashes are minimal in our area. There is 

peace in this area because farmers realized that, they are the ones that 

need peace because they are the ones that owned the farms. We are 

more patient than the herdsmen. I don’t usually call on the Fulani but I 

usually call the attention of farmers, that everybody should be law- 

abiding; farmers should not attack the Fulani because of minor 

destruction of crops. If you have a farm beside the cattle route 

(Burtali), you should not plant close to the route (KII with Chief 

Imam, Gorau). 

Furthermore, another religious leader in Birjingo expressed that: 

The source of the clashes is when the herdsmen enter the farm of the 

farmers and when the farmers asked them to go out, the clashes 

ensued. The measures to curtail such clashes are within the spheres of 

authority of our traditional rulers. They are the ones taken such 

decisions (KII with Chief Imam, Birjingo).
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However, on the cordial relationship between herders and farmers in the areas surveyed, a 

community leader recounted the measures took that led to the lasting peace in his domain. He 

stated that: 

We use to meet with herdsmen on the issue of peace; everybody 
should not interfere with the property of each other. The herdsmen to 
guard their livestock and farmers to protect their farms. If the herders 
did not touch the crops of the farmers, there would never be conflict or 
clash; yes we use to enjoin our people to imbibe the spirit of peaceful 
coexistence. We use to meet with herdsmen and farmers at the 

beginning of each farming season to forestall clashes. If the time of 
irrigation farming comes, I urge the herdsmen to catch their cattle and 
sheep, for peace to reign; it is once in a year. We use to discuss the 
issues bothering many subjects during the meeting, anything that 
concerns them, they should tell us during the meeting and what is 
disturbing herdsmen, they should explain. Then we would know the 

decision to take, if it is what would be taken to Rima, then we would 
take to them. There is an association for farmers different, part of 
herders is different and fishermen are also different. Everybody 
belongs to his side, and we rarely witness problems in the irrigation 
scheme. The secret behind the peace in my domain is that I use to 
summon the Head of Fulani (Sarkin Fulani) if farmers brought about 

his people to call his people to order. This makes every herdsman 
protect his livestock from destroying crops (KII with Dan-Galadiman 
Birjingo). 

Similarly, a community leader submitted that: 

It’s hard to get that because we warned them not to go beyond their 
territory. The farmers and herders have a mutual understanding of each 
and the issues that oftentimes leads to clashes (KII with Sarkin Rafin 
Kaddi).



224 

 

https://rijhis.com  

 

 

RIMA International Journal of Historical Studies (RIJHIS)   Vol. 4 No. 1 July 2019 

Research Question Two: Are there conflicts between the farmers and herders in 

Goronyo and Gada Local Government areas? 

This research question is designed to examine whether a conflict exists between the farmers and 

herders in Goronyo and Gada Local Government areas. 

Table 3: Experience Farmers/Fulani Clash their Area Recently 

 
Figure 2: Experience Farmers/Fulani Clash their Area Recently 
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Table 3 and Figure 2 shows that 90(27.4%) of the respondents indicated that they have 

experienced farmers/Fulani clash in their areas recently while 184(56.1%) of the respondents 

indicated that they have not experienced any farmers/Fulani clash in their areas recently and 

54(16.5%) did not indicate their response. This shows that even though the majority of the 

people residing in the two LGA have not experienced the farmers/Fulani clash yet some 

people still experienced their clash in their village recently which signifies that their clashes 

are still ongoing. 

Table 4: Matrix of voices of herders and farmers on the prevalence of clashes between 

them 

Herders Farmers 

• Yes, there was a time when we had a 

conflict with the farmers. You 

know there are some farmers that even 

if they harvest their farm produce and 

they won’t allow you to use the place. 

• Some people come to the farm and 

catch cattle and take it to the authority, 

and the authority always warns that if 

you did not see the cattle in your crops 

don’t catch it. But some did not listen, 

so we are encountering this problem. 

• There some people that are assigned to 

look after the place, because some 

people come for fishing without 

permission, and there are 

• Yes, there is conflict. Where the 

conflict arises is, when our farm 

produce is ready for harvest, instead 

of them to let us pack it and take it 

home, they come and finish it 

overnight. When we call them to this 

our leader, some listen to him while 

some don’t we have a mutual 

understanding with some of them, but 

some are transgressors. 

• As he said, some will come at the time 

that you don’t even expect someone to 

be awake that is in the mid-night and 

finish your farm. Some may come in 

the day time trying to harm your farm, 

if you warn them they will leave the 

place, but they will surely come back 
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some grasses like rice that always grow 

at the bank of the dam, so we go with 

our cattle to graze, those people that are 

assigned to take care intruders see us, 

they arrest us and collect money from 

us. They will say if you didn’t give 

them money they will take you to the 

district head of police, they use to 

collect money ranging from N5,000 to 

N30,000 from us. 

• Sometimes we report this act to the 

district head or the police. There was 

someone who did this to one of us, he 

was detained for 3 days before he was 

released. Up to now, there is this kind 

of people that cheat herdsmen. 

• Yes, you know living together, you 

cannot rule that out, you know herder is 

someone that goes around everywhere 

in search of pasture for his animals, 

who commits offense here and there. 

But we use to come 

in and intervene. We come in promptly 

before it escalates. 

• We do receive complaints from Hausa 

people to tie our animals and you know 

herders have a problem, I don’t need to 

tell, he always wants his cow to satisfy. 

If someone did 

and do what they want at night. 

• They don’t go to where there is no farm; 

they come to where our farms are. As 

they know the value of their cattle so 

also, I value my farm. 

• It is your farm, you did everything 

possible to see that you got what you 

worked for, but a herdsman come 

overnight and eat it up. 

• There was a time that I woke up in the 

mid-night, I came to my farm and met 

herdsman with his cattle on my farm, I 

chase them away. 
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not enter farm others may enter, that is how life 

is. Some take more than five years without 

entering into farms. 

 

Research Question Three: What are the causes of the conflicts between the farmers and 

herders in Goronyo and Gada Local Government areas? 

This research question seeks to identify the major cause of the conflict between farmers and 

herders in Goronyo and Gada Local Government areas 

 

Table 5: Causes of the Farmers and Herders Conflict 

Item Frequency Percentage 

A dispute over ownership of land 68 20.7 

None available grazing reserve for herders 174 53.0 

Unlawful invading of farmlands by herders 76 23.2 

No response 10 3.0 

Total 328 100.0 
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Figure 3: Causes of the Farmers and Herders conflict 

Table 5 and Figure 3 show the causes of the conflicts between the farmers and the herders. 

68(20.7%) of the respondents indicated that dispute over ownership of land is the cause of 

the dispute, 174(53.0%) of the respondents indicated none available grazing reserve for 

herders is the cause of the dispute, while 76(23.2%) of the respondents indicated that 

unlawful invading of farmlands by herders is the cause of the dispute. This result implies 

that the major cause of the conflict between the herders and farmers in Goronyou and Gada 

LGA is none available grazing reserve for herders. 
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Research Question Four: What is the magnitude of the conflicts between the 

farmers and herders in Goronyo and Gada Local Government areas? 

The result in this section provides answers to the question of the magnitude of the conflict. 

Table 6: Magnitude of the Conflict between the Farmers and the Herders 

 

Figure 4: Magnitude of the Conflict between the Farmers and the Herders
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Table 6 and Figure 4 shows the magnitude of the conflict between the farmers and the 

herders, 53(16.2%) of the respondents indicated the conflict was mild because no life and 

property was lost, 104(31.7%) of the respondents indicated the conflict was serious 

because properties were lost while 67(20.4%) of the respondents indicated that the conflict 

was very serious because lives were lost and 104(31.7%) did not indicate their response. 

This implies that the level of the magnitude of the conflict was serious because there was a 

loss of properties. 

Research Question Five: How can possibilities of dialogue between the farmers and 

herders in Goronyo and Gada Local Government areas be achieved? 

This research question examines the possibility of having a dialogue between the farmers 

and herders in Goronyo and Gada Local Government areas. It considers how this can be 

achieved. 

Table 7: Possibilities of Dialogue between the Farmers and Herders in this Area 

Item Frequency Percentage 

Regular meetings of stakeholders 135 41.2 

Sensitization campaign on the need for peace 56 17.1 

Mediation by the opinion leaders 106 32.3 

Others 11 3.4 

No response 20 6.1 

Total 328 100.0 
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Figure 5: Possibilities of Dialogue between the Farmers and Herders in this Area 

Table 7 and Figure 5 shows the possibilities of achieving dialogue between the 

farmers and herders in Goronyo and Gad Local Government areas, 135(41.2%) of 

the respondents indicated that dialogue can be achieved through regular meetings 

among stakeholders, 56(17.1%) of the respondents indicated that dialogue can be 

achieved through sensitization campaign on the need for peace, 106(32.3%) of the 

respondents indicated that dialogue can be achieved through mediation by the 

opinion leaders while 11(3.4%) of the respondents mentioned other things such as 

asking religious leaders to intervene and 20(6.1%) did not indicate their response. 

This implies that dialogue can only be achieved between the Farmers and Herders 

in Goronyo and GadaLocal Government areas if regular meetings of stakeholders 

are held.



232 

 

https://rijhis.com  

 

 

RIMA International Journal of Historical Studies (RIJHIS)   Vol. 4 No. 1 July 2019 

Research Question Six: What are the grievance redress mechanisms employed 

to resolved differences between farmers and herders in Goronyo and Gada 

Local Government areas? 

This section examined the various mechanisms that is been employed to resolve the 

differences between the farmers and herders in Goronyo and Gada Local 

Government areas. 

Table 8: Conflict Redress Mechanisms Employed to Resolved Differences between 

Farmers and Herders in this Area 
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Figure 6: Conflict Redress Mechanisms 

Table 8 and Figure 6 show the conflict redress mechanisms employed to resolved 

differences between farmers and herders in the area. 125(38.1%) of the respondents 

indicated that the conflict redress mechanism employed to resolve the differences 

was mediation, 108(32.9%) of the respondents indicated that the conflict redress 

mechanism employed was reconciliation, 83(25.3%) of the respondents indicated 

that the conflict redress mechanism employed by was court settlement while 

2(0.6%) of the respondents indicated other mechanisms and 10(3.0%) did not 

indicate their response. This implies that three mechanisms which included 

mediation, reconciliation, and court settlement have been adopted to resolve the 

conflict between farmers and herders in Goronyo and Gada Local Government 

areas but among them, all mediation has been the most employed conflict redress 
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mechanism. 

Research Question Seven: How can peaceful coexistence are achieved between 

the farmers and herders in Goronyo and Gada Local Government areas? 

The result in this section mentioned three major areas in which peaceful 

coexistence can be achieved among the farmers and herders in Goronyo and Gada 

Local Government area. 

Table 9: Ways of Achieving Peaceful Coexistence between the Farmers and 

Herders in this Area 
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Figure 7: Ways of Achieving Peaceful Coexistence between the Farmers and 

Herders in this Area 

Table 9 and Figure 7 shows the different measures employed in achieving peaceful 

coexistence between the farmers and herders in this area and 96(29.3%) of the 

respondents indicated that one of the measures that can be employed is by having 

respect for constituted authority, 66(20.1%) of the respondents indicated one of the 

measures is by having respect for individuals’ right and privileges, 107(32.6%) of 

the respondents indicated that one of the measures is through the provision of 

grazing reserve for the herders while 8(2.4%) of the respondents indicated others 

the ways to achieve peaceful coexistence between the farmers and the herders in 

their areas. This implies that respect for constituted authority, respect for 

individual’s rights and privilege, and provision of a gazing reserve are two 

measures that can be used to achieve peaceful coexistence between the farmers and 
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herders in Goronyo and Gada Local Government Area of Sokoto state. But among 

all these measures, the most important of measure to ensure that peaceful 

coexistence is achieved is by providing grazing reserve for the herders. 

Discussion of findings 

This section discusses the findings of the research. First, the research found that the 

pattern of relationship that existed between the farmers and the herders in Goronyo 

and Gada LGA is conflictual. This shows that the relationship between these two 

parties has often been shrouded in conflict because the situation is almost the same 

in all West African countries. This finding corroborated the position of Msuya 

(2013) that in areas where crop farmers and traditional animal keepers, the 

pastoralists, interact, the rivalry has always been and in most cases, according to 

Mali the rivalry often escalates to conflict. This is in line with the finding of this 

research that although the majority of the people residing in the two LGA have not 

experienced the farmers/Fulani clash yet some people still experienced their clash 

in their village recently which signifies that their clashes are still ongoing. 

The research further found that the major cause of the conflict between the herders 

and farmers in Goronyo and Gada LGA is none availability of grazing reserve for 

herders. With corroborated the works of Jones-Casey and Knox (2011) that these 

conflicts stem from disputed access to and control over land and water resources as 

well as herder’s violation of post-harvest grazing rules. Furthermore, the study 

found that the level of the magnitude of the conflict was serious because there was 

a loss of properties. The fifth finding of this research shows that dialogue can only 

be achieved between the Farmers and Herders in Goronyo and Gada Local 
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Government areas if regular meetings of stakeholders are held. The sixth finding of 

this research is that three mechanisms which included mediation, reconciliation, 

and court settlement have been adopted to resolve the conflict between farmers and 

herders in Goronyo and Gada Local Government areas but among them, all 

mediation has been the most employed conflict redress mechanism. 

The study found among other things that, there are deep resentment and grievances 

on the Land Tenure Survey before the construction of the second phase of the 

irrigation scheme by Gilmor Construction Company. The study revealed that there 

is a communication gap between the farmers and the company that carried the Land 

Tenure Survey because a lot of farmers were not able to locate or identify their 

farmlands after the construction of the scheme during the sharing and allocation of 

farms by the Sokoto Rima River Development Authority. A lot of farmers were 

either omitted in the list of landowners or their farms were not measured during the 

Land Tenure Survey. 

Additionally, during the construction of the irrigation scheme, herdsmen were not 

considered and ignored which is been the major cause of clashes between the 

farmers and the cattle herders in the area. It has been found that there was no 

provision for cattle routes, grazing areas, crossing bridges, and place for drinking 

water, particularly for animals. Moreover, the survey also discovered that the dam 

has no adequate security which paved the way for fishing with illegal equipment 

and the resultant effects, which has grounded the fishing activities with the 

Goronyo dam reservoir. The survey also found that displacement and flood were 

the major environmental threats in the area. The survey found out that, there was a 
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low level of participation of farmers, herders, and fishermen in the Association. The 

level of participation was very low among the women even with the Water Users 

Association to incorporate women into the decision making in water management 

policies. 

Conclusion 

The research concludes that mixed patterns of relationship existed between the 

farmers and the herders in Goronyo and Gada LGA; sometimes cordial and other 

conflictual clashes are still ongoing and have become so serious to the extent that 

people have lost their properties. The survey however established that the cordial 

relationship between the farmers and cattle herders was as a result of regular and 

frequent interactions with the involvement of the traditional rulers and the staff of 

the Sokoto Rima River Basin Development Authority to nip the crisis in the bud 

whenever the need arises. Though, there were pockets of clashes between farmers 

and cattle herders in Falaliya and Mai-Iyali sections of the irrigation scheme. The 

basis of these clashes in Goronyo and Gada LGA is on the non-availability of 

grazing reserve for herders for which if the dialogue is introduced it can go a long 

way to control the conflict. However, in addition to mediation has been the most 

employed conflict redress mechanism dialogue can also be introduced. This can be 

achieved through regular meetings of stakeholders. 
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Recommendations 

This research among other things recommended that both the farmers and the 

herdsmen should have respect for constituted authority, respect for an individual’s 

rights and privileges. Also, the research recommended that the government should 

ensure that they provide a gazing reserve because this is one of those measures that 

can be used to achieve peaceful coexistence between the farmers and herders in 

Goronyo and Gada Local Government Area of Sokoto state Nigeria. Based on the 

findings from the survey, the paper recommends among others that careful 

consideration should be given to the relocation of settlements and to the provision 

of new agricultural and grazing resources for the displaced population like Rimawa 

who were forced to migrate from the present location of the Goronyo dam. There is 

also a need for creating awareness to the farmers when it comes to land allocation 

to avoid unnecessary complaints since as argued above the reduction in the 

farmland size of some farmers was informed as result using a portion of their land 

for developmental purposes. Above all, dialogue should be employed when there 

misunderstanding between farmers and herders, which would no doubt settle 

disputes and ensure peaceful co-existence. 
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