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Abstract 

Basically, nations pursue their foreign policy in accordance with their national 

interest. National interest is a convergence of a number factors, which include 

among others, economic, political, socio-cultural and host of other factors. Socio-

Cultural factor, which religion is a strong part, is one of the factors that formed the 

basis of relations between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia. In view of this, the paper 

stresses the impact of Nigeria’s participation in annual international Qur’anic 

recitation competition organized by the Saudi Arabia on the relations between the 

two countries. It also points out the role of Islamic University Medina in training 

Nigeria’s Islamic scholars, which ultimately cemented the relations between 

Nigeria and Saudi Arabia. The paper equally, examines the contributions of Islamic 

Development Bank (IDB) and some Saudi Arabian NonGovernmental Organization 

such as World Muslim League (WML) in the development of education in Nigeria, 

which concretized the relations between the two countries.  

Keywords: Africa, Culture, Foreign Policy, National Interest, Nigeria, Relations, 
Religion, Saudi Arabia. 
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Introduction 

International relation is defined as relations among nation states, each state 

implementing its foreign policy, through the nation’s distinctive traditional, social 

and intellectual orientations. Therefore, a nation is a cultural system and 

international relations are interactions among cultural system.1 As a result of this, 

cultural orientation, which religious belief is a part, is indispensable factor. Cultural 

and religious factors usually, occupy central position in Nigeria’s foreign policy 

pursuit. This can be attested by some events that took place in the early days of 

Nigeria’s independence in 1960, which religious factor took centre stage in 

Nigeria’s foreign policy. The Arab/Israel conflict is a glaringly 

obvious event that made the regional leaders; such as Ahmadu Bello, 

Sardauna of Sokoto, premier of northern region, Akintola, premier of western 

region and Samuel Okpara, premier of eastern region; their religio-cultural 

background guided their views and made them to be at variance, particularly, at the 

instance of Arab/Israel conflict. Chief Akintola on his visit to Israel said, „’ you can 

be assured of our friendship and support at any place, and we promise never to 

withdraw this.’’ Similarly, Michael Okpara premier of eastern region quoted to 

have said, „’ I myself am almost an Israelite. I love and admire Israel’’. For my part 

I shall always go to Israel and aid offered to use would be accepted.’’ While 

Ahmadu Bello, premier of northern region, offered his support to Arabs and said 

‘’Jordan is my second home. To my mind, it (Israel) does not exist. And it will 

never exist... I don’t know where it is.’’2. Bello was pro-Arabs, largely, due to his 

cultural orientation, while Akintola and Okpara were pro-Israel because of their 

societal and cultural background. These pronouncements had vividly vindicated the 

strength of cultural and religious factors in Nigeria’s foreign policy pursuit, 
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essentially, as it relate to Nigeria’s relations with Middle Eastern countries, which 

Saudi Arabia a strong member. Equally, the growing number of Nigerian pilgrims 

which started from few thousand to tenth of thousands, for some other years up to 

100,000 demonstrates how importance the relations between the two countries. 

Since 1950s, three consistent themes dominated Saudi Arabian foreign 

policy; Regional security, Arab Nationalism and Islam. These themes normally 

play key roles in the formulation of Saudi Arabian foreign policy. The foreign 

policy was thus based on geographical, historical, religious, economic, security and 

political considerations. It is shaped with major frameworks, which include good-

neighborliness policy, noninterference in the internal affairs of other states; 

strengthening relations with Arab and Islamic countries for their mutual interests. 

These policies are advocated through a number of circles such as the Gulf Circle, 

Arab, Islam and International Circle.3 The convergence of these foreign policy 

paradigms, essentially, Islam made Saudi Arabia to establish relation with Nigeria. 

The paper therefore examines the impact of socio-cultural and religious 

factors in the continuity and sustained excellent relations between Nigeria and 

Saudi Arabia. It discusses the extent of convergences of culture and foreign policies 

of the two countries. The paper also stresses the relevance of religio-cultural events, 

such as Annual International Competition of Qur’an recitation organized by Saudi 

Arabia and daura programme, which was also organized by scholars from the 

Islamic University Medina, The paper further examines the contributions of some 

Saudi Arabians Nongovernmental Organizations (NGOs), such as World Assembly 

of Muslims Youth (WAMY), World Muslim League (WML) popularly known as 

Rabitat and Islamic Development Bank (IDB) in area of education.
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Culture, Foreign Policy and Nigeria - Saudi Arabia Relations 

Examinations of socio-cultural relations between the two countries require 

reviews of concepts of culture and foreign policy because of the relevance of the 

two concepts as framework of analysis to the paper. The concept of culture is a 

multidimensional in nature; it can be viewed from different perspectives or 

approaches such as historical, philosophical, anthropological and foreign policy 

perspective. This paper adopts a foreign policy approach that considers culture as 

element of relations among nations that gives account of cultural events in their 

historical conceptions. Bakonga described culture in historical conception as “the 

whole group of characteristics that distinguish the intellectual, artistic, moral and 

material life of a country or society a given moment of its history.”4 It is an aspect 

of culture that comprises values, beliefs and perceptions of the world that underlie a 

people’s behavior and which are shared by members of a particular society.5 From 

these definitions, it can be deduced that culture is composed of two aspects that is 

the material and non-material. Material culture comprises all the products of 

technology and science. The non-material aspects constitute the value system, 

religious beliefs, morals, and linguistic activities, literary and artistic productions.6 

However, foreign policy as an analytical concept for this paper, it is a 

system of activities evolved by communities or governments for changing the 

behavior of other states and for adjusting their own activities to the international 

environment. It is a concept which according to Johari that covers its value 

content.7 The value content in the views of Modelski comprises five different 

versions of good that included the good of the individual citizen; the good society 

at large; the good of the state; the good of the special interest groups; and the good 
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of the government itself and its personnel.8 For instance, Modelski described the 

good of the individual citizen as primarily comprising the wishes to be secured in 

the person, the beliefs, the property of the individual as he becomes threatened by 

forces outside the society.9 This could be understood that there are forces at work 

within a society that contribute to the quality and contents of foreign policy conduct 

of each nation. These forces are described by some scholars as domestic sources of 

foreign policy, which derived their roots in a country’s cultural system. 

The foregoing demonstrates the links between culture and foreign policy. 

Mazrui stresses this by saying, “there is indeed a cultural theme at the centre of the 

history of the international system complete with a moving frontier of cultural 

exclusiveness.” 10 For Nigeria, the link had been clearly articulated by the first 

prime minister, Sir Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, a foreign policy statement submitted 

to the House of Representative on 20th August, 1960, when he stated that “Very 

particular attention will be devoted to adopting clear and practicable policies as 

regards Africa...We are determined to encourage the development of common ties 

between all states. If a start is made by emphasizing and building upon the cultural 

and economic links which already exist”11. Thus, the foreign policy statement was 

meant to provide a framework, in which a state implements foreign policy by 

focusing on the cultural elements that inform its view of the world scene and a 

context where its political elites wield power. 

As a manifestation of these cultural and foreign policy links an aged-long 

cultural and educational relations existed between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia. It 

started since the advent of Islam in Nigeria, particularly in the area of Arabic 

language and religion (Islam). There has been to some extent religious (Islam) 

ideological influenced between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia, especially with some 
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religious groups in Nigeria such as IzalatulBid’aWa’ikamatusSunnah group 

adopting Wahabiyya ideology of Saudi Arabian type. The group therefore, shared 

much in common with Saudi Wahabiyya group (Islamic movement). Thus, 

IzalatulBid’aWa’ikamatusSunnah preaches more of Wabiyya ideology than most of 

Islamic groups in Nigeria. In fact, Izala movement is an outreach of Rabitat (World 

Muslim League), which is Saudi Arabian based Islamic organization.12 The 

movement was introduced to Nigeria by students who went to the Middle East, 

specifically Saudi Arabia to study, such as Sheik Abubakar Gumi.13 It is pertinent 

to add that as a result of this ideological convergences, Saudi Arabian government 

regularly employed graduate of Islamic University, Medina as ‘Du’at ’ (Islamic 

preachers) in some institutions of learning in Nigeria. The essence of the 

appointment was to propagate the right tenets of Islam. 

As a result of the strong cultural ties between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia, in 

1987, Sheikh Abubakar Gumi won Saudi Arabian King Faisal Award for Service to 

Islam, one of the three honors announced by the King Faisal foundation. Usually, 

the award was given out under five categories, including outstanding contributions 

in the field of Arabic Literature and Islamic Studies. The exert of the award read as 

follows; “The selection committee of King Faisal International Price for service to 

Islam unanimously selected His Excellency Sheik Abubakar Mahmud Gumi, from 

Nigeria a winner of King Faisal International Price of Islam for 1407 Hijra 

(1987)”.14 After the citation, the reign Saudi King Fahd bin AbdulAzeez the then 

president of the King Faisal Foundation, presented the certificate of merit and 

recognition and a cheque of Three Hundred and Fifty Thousand Saudi Riyals 

(equivalent to $93,000).15 
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It is worthy to add that Sheik Gumi was once a member of Islamic 

University of Medina Council for about ten years; within that span of time he was a 

member of various committees in the university.16 Consequently, Saudi Arabian 

government requested permission from the Nigerian government to establish a 

branch of the University in Nigeria. The letter was sent through Sheik Abubakar 

Gumi, unfortunately, the request was turned down by the Government.17 The aged-

long ideological relationship between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia prompted the latter 

to select Sheik Abubakar Gumi as a member of the committee of Fiqh 

(Jurisprudence) which was founded in 1967. Similarly, Saudi Arabia nominated 

Sheik Gumi as a member of World Council of Mosque.18 All these are visible 

strong cultural and ideological linkages between the two countries.  

The Impact of the International Musabaqah (Qur’anic Recitation) on Nigeria – 

Saudi Arabia Relations. 

As far as cultural relations are concerned, one of the fundamental cultural 

impacts between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia was the annual participation of Nigeria 

in International Qur’an Recitation Competition organized by Saudi Arabia. 

International Musabaqah (Qur’an recitation) is an annual event organized by some 

Muslim countries, such as Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Malaysia, etc. But the one 

organized by the Saudi Arabia is the most popular. The popularity of the 

competition is informed by handsome cash prices and opportunities for the winners 

to perform Umrah and Hajj or get sponsorship to study in some Saudi institutions 

of higher learning. Saudi Arabia started organizing the competition in 1978. But 

Nigeria started participating in the competition in 1988. Nigeria sends its 

participants annually through the national organizing committee, under the 

leadership of the Centre of Islamic Studies, Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto 
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in Nigeria19. 
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Table1. Prizes Won and Positions by Nigerian Contingents in the International 

Qur’an Recitation Competition held in Saudi Arabia 1988 - 2019. 

SN YEAR PRIZES WON POSITIONS 

1 1988 1 5th 

2 1989 1 5th 

3 1990 2 4th 

4 1992 4 1st (jointly with Saudi Arabia) 

5 1993 3 2nd 

6 1994 3 2nd 

7 1995 2 2nd 

8 1996 4 1st (jointly with Saudi Arabia) 

9 1997 4 2nd 

10 1998 5 1st 

11 1999 2 7th 

12 2000 4 1st 

13 2001 3 3rd 

14 2002 5 1st 

15 2003 4 2nd 

16 2004 4 1st 

17 2005 3 2nd 

18 2006 3 3rd 

19 2007 3 3rd 

20 2008 2 2nd 

21 2009 3 2nd 

22 2010 3 3rd 

23 2011 No price No position 

24 2012 Not attended 

 25 2013 3 1st 

26 2014 No price No position 

27 2015 2 2nd 

28 2016 No price No position 

29 2017 2 2nd 

30 2018 2 2nd 

31 2019 2 1st 
Source: Centre for Islamic Studies, Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto, 
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Nigeria. 

The above table indicates the level of Nigeria’s participation in the Saudi 

Arabian Qur’an recitation competition. The competition attested strong cultural ties 

and further demonstrated convergence of foreign policies of the two countries. The 

former started participation in the competition in 1988, since then, it has 

consistently been sending its delegates annually with the exception of 1991, when 

no participants were sent due to Gulf war.20 Equally, and in 2012 Nigeria could not 

participate due some logistic problems. Moreover, the extent of prizes and positions 

won by the Nigerian contingents was appreciating. 

It is worthy of note, in 1996, Nigeria was given a membership of the 13 men 

panel of judges of the Saudi Arabian international Musabaqa. This generous 

recognition was the first of its kind given to any country. Similarly, in 2005 and 

2006, Nigerians officiated as judges at the Saudi Arabian international 

musabaqacompetition.21 Those who took part on the judges were; Kwani Yahuza 

Dan Zarga from Kano, Muhammad Sani Abdullahi from Jos and Muhammad Kabir 

Yaqub from Kano.22 The competition obviously strengthens the existing cordial 

relations between the two countries. Within the span of 31 years, with the exception 

of 1991 and 2012, Nigeria took first position for eight years and won 79 prices. The 

uninterrupted Nigeria’s participation in the program undoubtedly suggests strong 

cultural ties between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia. 

The Role of Some Saudi Arabian Based Non-Governmental Organizations 

(NGOs) in Nigeria. 

Education is one of the avenues of cementing strong cultural relations 

between nation states. Educational ties between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia are as old 
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as the advent of Islam in Nigeria; the spread of Islam went concurrently with 

education. It is of paramount importance to stress that there are some Saudi Arabian 

based nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) that played pivotal role in 

educational and cultural relations between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia. The 

organizations included; Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC), World 

Assembly of Muslim Youth (WAMY), World Muslim League (WML) known as 

Rabitat, Islamic Development Bank (IDB) etc. Due to the aged- long educational 

and socio-cultural relations between the two countries, since the early 1960s, 

Nigerians had undergone various courses in different institutions of higher learning 

in Saudi Arabia under the sponsorship of Saudi Arabian NGOs. For instance, in 

1982, there were more than 400 Nigerian students studying in various institutions 

of learning in Saudi Arabia. These students were either sponsored directly by Saudi 

Arabian Government or WML.23 

At the beginning of the early 1960s, through the efforts of Saudi Arabian 

NGOs there were intensified cultural and educational relations between Nigeria and 

Saudi Arabia. Teachers were recruited from Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Sudan. 

Equally, teachers particularly from northern region were sent to Saudi Arabia, 

Sudan and Egypt for further training. The famous School of Arabic Studies (SAS) 

Kano, which was initially manned by teachers from Saudi Arabia, the SAS had 

trained most of the then judicial personnel in Nigeria including Sheikh Abubakar 

Gumi, the first indigenous Grand Khadi of Northern Region. In fact, Sheikh Gumi 

went to Saudi Arabia for further training before he became the Grand Khadi of the 

then northern region.24 Socially, Nigerians also felt the impact of some Saudi 

Arabian based non-governmental organizations. The organizations created indelible 

mark in the educational and social development of Nigerian citizens. Some of these 

organizations included; WAMY, WML, International Islamic Relief Organization 
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(IIRO) etc. 

World Assembly of Muslim Youth (WAMY) 

WAMY is a Saudi Arabian based NGO that considerably foster strong 

cultural and educational relations between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia. The 

organization is an Islamic institution, which primarily, concerned with propagation 

of the religion of Islam globally. WAMY activities are not only restricted to 

preaching and the like, but in the area of education, the organization has greatly 

contributed towards the development of education in Nigeria. WAMY’s Nigerian 

office has numerous programs, which included the following: 

1. Educational program. 

2. Relief program. 

3. Scholarship Program. 

4. Media Program. 

5. Proj ect and Social Program. 

Under the educational programs, WAMY built schools from nursery up to 

secondary school levels. The schools included the following: 

1. Al-amana International School, Lagos. 

2. WAMY International School, Kano. 

3. Al-Faruk International School, Maiduguri. 

4. Al- Falah International School, Edo State. 

5. Al- Amir Abdul Karim School, Zaria (the school was established by 

Emir of Zaria, AlhajiShehuIdris but it is now under the control of 

WAMY).25 
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A part from the establishment of primary and secondary schools, WAMY 

also had immense contributions in the area of tertiary and university education in 

Nigeria. For example, WAMY was the sole initiator of Al-Hikmah University, 

Ilorin, Kwara State, which was established in 2005. It equally, provided both 

material and moral support for the establishment and the continuity of the 

university.26 In order to ensure qualitative education, WAMY also built hostels in 

most of the schools mentioned; each hostel is accommodating not less than 300 

students. Similarly, apart from the schools runs by WAMY, it has also made a giant 

stride in complementing government efforts in ensuring provision of qualitative 

education in Nigeria. In Osun State, WAMY built a block of classroom for Grey’s 

College, Osun, Osun State.27 

Equally, WAMY organizes training workshop for Islamic and Arabic 

studies teachers. The training focuses on methodology of teaching Islamic Studies 

and Arabic. Usually the training was carried out in conjunction with National 

Association of Teachers of Arabic and Islamic Studies (NATAIS).28 It is worthy to 

points out that that WAMY carried out a number of other projects in Nigeria, which 

included among others, it built mosques in the following places; Nasarawa State, 

Benue State, Ogun State, Zaria, Kaduna State, Kwara State, Osun State, Maiduguri, 

Barno State, Kano State, Jigawa State, Edo State and Delta Sate 29 

The enormous WAMY’s activities in Nigeria signified good educational 

and cultural relations between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia. Taking into cognisance of 

its programmes, the organisation has made considerable impact in Nigeria 

particularly, in the area of education. It is pertinent to stress that relation between 

Nigeria and Saudi Arabia is as paramount as Nigeria’s relations with the other 

countries because the fundamental concern of relations among nation states is, what 
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will be the benefits if the two nations relate with each other. The benefits could not 

be restricted only to one aspect; it could be economic, educational, cultural etc. 

Obviously, WAMY programs on education created an indelible mark in the 

Nigerian educational sector. Thousand of Nigerians benefited from this program, in 

fact, these gestures further cemented the relations between the two countries. It 

equally, mirrored continuity of the good relations between Nigeria and Saudi 

Arabia.  

World Muslim League (WML)/Rabitat 

WML is a Saudi Arabian non-governmental organization, it was established 

in 1962. Premier of northern region, Sir Ahmadu Bello the Sardauna of Sokoto was 

among the founders of the organization. The fundamental objective of the 

organization is unity and peace among Muslim ummah. Since the establishment of 

the WML, Nigeria had been in the forefront in reaping the fruits of the 

organization. Sheikh Abubakar Gumi was the first person to represent the WML in 

Nigeria since 1962.30 It is worthy to point that the WLM has discemable impact on 

Nigeria’s educational development. The organization established schools in 

different locations in Nigeria. The schools included; Islamic Centre, Afikpo, 

Anofia, Local Government Area, Ebonyi state. Although the school was established 

by an indigene of the area in 1956, but in 1982 WML took over the school. The 

school had primary, junior and senior secondary school. It is a model art and 

science school and the medium of communication are Arabic and English only.31 

Moreover, the WML also established Islamic Centre, at Enugu for over 27 

years. In addition to this, it has nursery and primary school at Ilorin. WML equally 
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had an affiliation with Mu’ahadu Arabic Islamy, Ibadan. Since 1996 WML started 

giving the school a grant of 115,000 US dollars annually. As a result of this, the 

school was directed to drop school fees; hence, the WML is coordinating the 

activities of the school.32 

In addition to its contributions to the development of education in Nigeria, 

for the past 25 years, WML recruited 18 people (Nigerians) to teach in various 

institution of higher learning in Nigeria. Some of the benefiting institutions 

included; Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Bayero University, Kano, some were 

also posted to university of Jos and Ibadan. It is imperative to stress that; WML 

spent about 100 Million US dollars on education and health sector annually. 

Considering the problems of getting admission into Nigerian universities, WML 

was making arrangements to establish tertiary institution in Abuja, so that students 

who graduated from their schools could easily further their education.33  

'Since 1962, when the WML was established provision of scholarship award 

to meritorious students had been one of the major concern of WML particularly, in 

Nigeria. Hundreds of Nigerians benefited from the program. Beneficiaries of this 

program are currently proficient Islamic scholars in different locations in the 

country. Although the rate of scholarship award drastically reduced due to high 

demand from other countries, however, between 2004 and 2007, WML gave 

scholarship to about 24 children of soldiers who lost their lives in Liberia. Most of 

the benefiting students were from Mambila Barrack.34 

Socially, WML made profound impact on Nigerian society, during the 

month of Ramadan; it usually distributed rice, sugar and vegetable oil to the less 
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privileged families. WML also visited hospitals and prison yards.35 Precisely, these 

laudable activities demonstrated the strength of cordial relations between Nigeria 

and Saudi Arabia. It further vindicated the extent of the age-long religio-cultural 

relations between the two countries. 

Islamic Development Bank (IDB) is a prestigious international financial 

institution with headquarters in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. The bank launched its 

scholarship program in 1983. The program was established to render financial 

assistance to meritorious students who excelled in their secondary education and 

wish to pursue university education. Currently, the scholarship program focuses on 

Medicine, Engineering, Agriculture and other related areas.36 The bank initiated 

scholarship program with a view to helping Muslim and non- Muslim countries. In 

the award of the scholarship, priority was given to meritorious and financially 

handicapped students to enable them to obtain higher education in the areas earlier 

mentioned.37 In African countries, both Muslims and non-Muslim communities 

benefited tremendously from the scheme as highlighted below: 
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Table 2: Number of Beneficiaries of IDB Scholarship Programme from 13 

African Count 

 

 Source: Hamid, A. (1993). The organisation of Islamic conference (OIC) and 

development of Africa. In Islam in Africa, Proceeding of Islam in Africa 

conference, 38
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The table 2 above indicates that out of 13 African countries, Nigeria was the 

second largest beneficiaries of the IDB’s scholarship award. The scholarship 

programs had a wider coverage; it usually gives scholarship to students of Muslim 

communities of non-member countries across the globe. Nigeria benefited 

tremendously from the scholarship program of the bank since the time it joined the 

program in 1987. As at 2005, out of 47 countries of non-member countries of the 

program, India has the largest number of students amounting to 2,252 students; 

Nigeria became second with the total number of 782 beneficiaries.39 In fact, taking 

into cognizance of the number of beneficiaries, out of 47 benefiting countries, 

Nigeria being second largest, certainly is a clear testimony of the strength of cordial 

relations between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia. It equally demonstrates the extent of 

benefits that Nigeria drives from its relations with Saudi Arabia. 

A part from scholarship program, there were other aspects of Islamic 

education, which Saudi Arabia played very significant role in Nigeria. For example, 

translation of the glorious Qur’an into Igbo language had become a nagging 

problem to the Igbo Muslim community, particularly in the early 1970s. Sheik 

Ibrahim Nwagu, during his tour to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 1973, stressed 

that a huge amount of financial contributions was received from the kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia as well as some Saudi Arabian philanthropies. The assistance was 

given purposely for the translation of the glorious Qur’an into Igbo language.40 This 

gesture apparently portrayed the strength and depth of the cultural relations 

between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia. 

When Islamic centre was established in Nsuka, the members of the 

community were predominantly Igbos, apart from the Hausa/Fulani and Nupe. 
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Within the centre, there was a primary school where emphasis was placed on 

teaching Qur’an studies. In order to facilitate the teaching of Islam in the school, 

the Saudi Arabian government provided teachers to the school.41 It is also pertinent 

to add that some of the activities of the Jama’atulNasaral Islam (JNI) (Islamic 

organization) were funded by the King Faisal of Saudi Arabia, particularly during 

the time of Sir Ahmadu Bello, the Sardauna of Sokokto in the early 1960s.42 The 

Saudi Arabian government contributed in many aspects of educational development 

in Nigeria. It had immensely contributed in the actualization and successful 

implementation of Universal Primary Education (UPE) program, which was 

introduced in 1976. This could be buttressed in a statement made by Kalu; 

Education as usual made revolutionary impacts on Islamic 

communities in areas such as public health education and status of 

women and the nurture of political leadership. The educational 

programme also explains the reaction to state takeover of schools and 

the Universal Primary education programme of 1976. Many Muslims 

feared on attempt to derail the proper grounding in Islam and enforced 

mixing with non-Muslim. UPE was much-misunderstood programme 

among Muslims. Indeed the rapid growth of Arabic educational 

institutions in post-independent Nigeria is a major achievement. The 

contributions of Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Libya, Pakistan and other 

Islamic nations to this programme are another important aspect of 

Islam.43 

This statement clearly suggests the level of commendable role played by the 

Saudi Arabian government in the actualization of the UPE dream in Nigeria. Kalu 
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further pointed out that these countries (Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Libya etc) contributed 

books and funds to support the program and built mosques and equally introduced 

Nigerian Muslims to the wider World. In the aspect of technical cooperation, 

essentially as it relate to area of education, based on the available record there 

existed a technical cooperation between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia particularly, in 

the early 1960s and 1970s. For example, in 1974 the then Governor of North 

Western State, Assistant Police Commissioner, Usman Faruk, made a farewell 

address to the First batch of teachers seconded to north western state of Nigeria by 

the Saudi Arabian government through technical assistance program.44 The event to 

some extent suggested the existence of technical cooperation between the two 

countries.
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Similarly, in 1982, there was research cooperation between Hajj Research 

Centre of King Abdul Azeez University, now Umu Kurah University, Mecca, Saudi 

Arabia and Institute of Administration, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria. 

The research link centred on socio-economic profile of Nigerian pilgrims and 

determining the impact of the Hajj on the Nigerian economy.45 From the 

aforementioned, it is clear that Nigeria had enormously benefited from Saudi Arabia 

with regard to educational relations between the two countries. The contribution of 

Saudi Arabia toward educational development in Nigeria was very commendable. 

Saudi Arabia too tremendously benefited from Nigeria considering the number of 

Nigerian professionals working in various institutions and companies in the country. 

This trend ultimately, mirrored continuity of the relations between the two countries 

in the context of international politics. 

Islamic University Medina and its Impact on Nigeria - Saudi Arabia Relations 

It is imperative to stress that Sir Ahmadu Bello, the Sardauna of Sokoto, was 

among the founders of the famous Islamic University, Medina. The idea for the 

establishment of the university was first made during a meeting of World Muslim 

Leaders, which took place at the Royal Palace, Jeddah in 1961. Among the cogent 

issues deliberated upon were; the need for temporal and spiritual co operations 

among Muslims according to the teaching of the glorious Qur’an and the Sunnahor 

tradition of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW); the need for support for Muslim 

fighting against imperialist forces in Algeria and Palestine; and the setting up of an 

Islamic University in Medina. Sardauna was the first to speak during the meeting. In 

his speech, he expressed his cheerfulness over the acceptance for establishing the 
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Islamic University. The Sardauna further requested His majesty, King Sa’ud, that 

when the foundation stone of the university is to be laid, Muslim Head of States 

should be invited to witness the occasion; this would encourage exchange of 

students.46 Consequent upon Sardauna’s advice, the Islamic University in Medina 

was established in 1962. Thenceforth, the university had been a citadel of Islamic 

scholarship attracting students from all parts of the globe. The total number of 

Nigerians who graduated with Bachelor Degrees in the university will be indicated 

on the table below.  
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Table 3: Number of Nigerians graduated with Bachelor Degree in various 

courses offered in the Islamic University, Medina, Saudi Arabia. 1962 - 2017. 

The table 3 above shows that between the period of 1962 and 2017 a total of 

892 of Nigerians graduated with Bachelor Degrees from the Islamic University, 

Medina. The students of the university were drawn from over 146 countries across 

the globe. In terms of population of those graduated from the university since its 

inception, Nigeria ranked 6th out of 146 countries; Saudi Arabia was first with 

12,377 graduates; followed by Indonesia 1,181; Pakistan 1,050; India 1,012; Yemen 

989 and Nigeria 892 respectively. In Africa, Nigeria outranked all the African 

countries. The students of the university were drawn from five continents across the 

S/N SUBJECTS/COLLEGE NO. OF GRADUATES 

1. B.A. Sharia 451 

2. B.A. Da’awa 138 

3. B.A. Qur’an 90 

4. B.A. Hadith 141 

5. B.A. Arabic 72 

 

Total 892 

Source: Graduation Handbook 2017/2018 (Arabic Text) Academic Year; Islamic 
University, Medina.47 
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globe; Africa had the highest number of students in the university followed by Asia. 

It is pertinent to stress that in Africa, Nigeria had the highest number of graduates, 

which is very remarkable in Nigeria-Saudi Arabia relations. Those who graduated 

from the university are now erudite scholars in their respective disciplines. The 

graduates are strategically rooted in some tertiary institutions and major cities in 

Nigeria, teaching and preaching in various aspects of their specialities. This is a 

laudable development in the aged-long cultural and educational relations between 

the two countries. It had further demonstrated the strength of socio-cultural ties 

between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia. 

Table 4: Total Number of Nigerian graduates (B.A., M.A. and Ph.D.) from the 

Islamic University Medina 1962- 2017. 

The table 4 above shows the total number of Nigerian nationals who 

graduated from the university from 1962 to 2017 stand at 1,005. By comparison, in 

Africa, Nigeria out ranked all the African countries. This has vividly demonstrated 

and further mirrored continuity of excellent educational and cultural ties between the 

S/N Program No. of Students Graduated 

1. B.A. 892 

2. M.A. 86 

3. Ph.D. 27 

4. Total 1,005 

Source: Graduation Handbook 2017/2018 (Arabic Text) Academic Year; Islamic 
University, Medina.48 
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two countries. 

Daura Program and its Impact on Nigeria- Saudi Arabia Relations 

As part of the edict of establishing the Islamic University of Medina, 

teaching and preaching of the right tenets of Islam, particularly in the area of 

tauheed (oneness of God) are central. In order to successfully carry out this 

important task, the university established daura program as a machinery in that 

respect. The first daura program in the history of the University started in 1384 A.H. 

(around 1963). The contingents were sent to some African countries, which Nigeria 

was included.49 

Daura was an annual program organized by the Saudi Arabian government 

in affiliation with Islamic university Medina with the aim of training young Muslims 

on various aspect of Islam, including teaching of Arabic language. In Nigeria, the 

daura was usually conducted in some major cities such as Sokoto and Kano. In most 

of the program those excelled after the examinations were offered direct admission 

into the Islamic University Medina. In fact, the daura program was not only limited 

to African countries, other countries across the globe also tremendously benefited 

from the program as indicated below: 
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Table 5: Names of benefiting countries from theDaura program from 1983 - 

1998. 

S/n Country No.of 
Program 

No.of 
Teachers 

No.of 
Students 

Duration/day
s 

1. Pakistan 16 114 1,725 525 

2. Bangladesh 17 124 2,470 565 

3. Nigeria 28 245 8,146 480 

4. Afghanistan 13 101 1,791 465 

5. Senegal 13 153 3,227 525 

6. Britain 7 27 796 155 

7. Malaysia 30 135 1,747 350 

8. India 12 97 1,568 375 

9. Turkey 14 94 1,826 286 

10. Indonesia 16 105 1,960 260 

11. China 5 23 857 91 

12. Sri lanka 5 24 344 105 

13. Thailand 11 38 1,292 105 
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Source: Documentary on the Islamic University of Medina on the Occasion of 
the Celebration of the 100th Anniversary of the Establishment of the Kingdom.50 

The table 5 above indicates that 17countries benefited from the daura program, 
which was organized by the Islamic University, Medina, from 1983-1998. 
Throughout the period of the program, Nigeria outranked all the countries that 
participated in the program. Nigeria had the highest number of participants 
amounting to 8,146 followed by Senegal with the total of 3,227 participants. It is 
pertinent to note that the participants of the program, most especially those 
excelled during the program were given direct admission into some Saudi 
Arabian higher institutions of learning. The Nigeria’s participation in the daura 
program coupled with the fact that it has the highest number of beneficiaries 
suggests the excellent cultural and educational ties between Nigeria and Saudi 
Arabia. 

Conclusion 

International relations are interactions among cultural systems of nations. 

Culture and religious factors occupy central position in Nigeria - Saudi Arabia 

relations. This has been attested by some events that took place in the early days of 

Nigeria’s independence in 1960 and subsequent series of interactions between the 

country and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Some of these religio-cultural events 

included the annual international competition of Qur’an recitation organized by 

Saudi Arabian Government and daura program organized by scholars from the 

Islamic University Medina as well as the activities of some Saudi Arabian Non-

governmental Organizations (NGOs), such as World Assembly of Muslims Youth 

(WAMY), World Muslim League (WML) popularly known as Rabitat and Islamic 

Development Bank (IDB). The paper has therefore examined the impact of these 

socio-cultural and religious events in the continuity and sustained excellent 

relations between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia. It highlighted extent of convergences 
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of cultures and foreign policies of the two countries. Thus, three consistent socio-

cultural issues dominated and played key roles in the formulation of Saudi Arabian 

foreign policy; namely, regional security, Arab nationalism and Islam based on 

geographical, historical, religious, economic, security and political considerations. 

The policies have been followed through a number of circles such as the Gulf 

Circle, Arab, Islam and International Circle. Similarly, the paper demonstrated the 

strength of sociocultural and religious factors in the Nigeria’s foreign policy, which 

ultimately formed the basis for establishing Nigeria’s relations with Saudi Arabia. 

The convergence of the foreign policy paradigms, essentially, Islam and other 

educational links have made Saudi Arabia to establish excellent and mutual 

relations with Nigeria. The paper equally suggests that the laudable development in 

the aged-long cultural relations between the two countries will not only strengthen 

the socio-cultural ties between Nigeria and Saudi Arabia in the future but could 

also be used as a framework for relations of the two countries with other nations. 
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