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Abstract 

This paper examines the life and career of Chief Dauda Fasanya Elegushi, the 19th Elegushi 

of Ikate-land to the development of Ikate-land and Eti-Osa in the Eastern district of Lagos 

between 1948-1991.It examines his role in reasserting the status of the Elegushi as a member 

of the Idejo land owning class having been marginalised among other Idejo chiefs. Chief 

Dauda Fasanya had the singular distinction as the only representative ofEti-Osa in the old 

Western Region House of Chiefs between 1951and 1963 when the colony district of Lagos 

was under former Western Region of Nigeria.1 This paper also examines the geographical 

location of Ikate-land within Eti-Osa in the Eastern district of Lagos as well as the family 

background, early life and the career of Chief Dauda Fasanya as a member of the Western 

House of Chiefs, President of the customary court of Ajah and member of the Ikorodu 

Divisional Council. Our findings in the study shows that just like other members of the Idejo 

Chieftaincy who used their right to land to maintain their relevance, Chief Dauda Fasanya 

was able to use the Elegushi’s ancestral right to land to assert himself and play prominent 

roles in the politics of Eti-Osa using same to successfully redeem the heritage of the Elegushi 

family as land owners in the Eastern district of Lagos.  
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Introduction 

The ability of an individual to weather the storms of life and grow old enough to spot 

grey hairs is a symbol of the survival of the wars of life fought from birth.3 However, the 

recognition of the glory of age carries with it a clear distinction between a wasted life and an 

eventful one.4 A distinction between such individuals who tiptoed through life avoiding risks 

and efforts and others such as Nelson Mandela of South Africa, Mahatma Ghandi of India 

and Shaka the Zulu of South Africa who imputed their names on the sand of history through 

efforts, failures, deprivations and triumphs.5 The former refers to persons who lived empty 

and inconsequential lives without trials and ventures leaving behind empty huts or houses 

while the latter refers to individuals who in an attempt to better the lives of their people 

embarked on adventures at the risk of their lives and career with their huts or houses full of 

rags, broken gourds and earthenware but with racks displaying beads, colourful feathers, 

regalia and other laurels of victory. 

The display of the above laurels of victory is an indication of the tell tales of triumphs 

and victories which forms an important molecule for the shaping of history to tell. It is 

pertinent to note that the glory of age also carries with it an enquiry into the nature of 

ventures undertaken, an examination of the individuals conduct through life, the strategies 

employed in the course of life travails and the circumstances surrounding their ability to 

survive the travails. The above position regarding the adventures of individuals who in an 

attempt to improve the lives of their people risked their own lives and career no doubt depicts 

the life, character and achievement of Chief Dauda Fasanya Elegushi the 19th Elegushi of 

Ikate-land. He was an icon in the Elegushi royal family whose spirited efforts successfully 

redeemed the heritage of the Elegushi family as land owners and as a member of the Idejo 

land owning class. As an individual, he never allowed fear or intimidation from different 

quarters to deter him from contributing to the development of Ikate-land and redeeming the 

ancestral right of the Elegushi as land owners. He imputed his name on the sand of history as 

an achiever attending to his cause with a resolute mind and a clear understanding of the 

measure and limits of his power. 

The seeds of his quest for the redeeming of the ancestral heritage of the Elegushi 

family as the rightful owners of Ikate-land indeed germinated in his life time as he was able 

to put in proper perspectives the position of the Elegushi as a member of the Idejo. He was 

also able to put in place a formidable structure designed to ensure the development of Ikate-
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land and Eti- Osa. He however died with one unfulfilled ambition. That is, the preservation of 

all the landed properties of the Elegushi family. He probably would have succeeded in 

securing other landed properties of the Elegushi if he had the type of documentary evidence 

on the Elegushi that is available today. He nevertheless endeared himself in the heart of his 

people whose interest he fought for and protected to the very best of his ability without fear 

or favour. Owing to his status and background as a member of the land owning class( Idejo) 

Dauda Fasanya stuck to principles and forged ahead to ensure the preservation of the heritage 

of the Elegushi family. 

It is based on the above that this paper seeks to put in proper historical perspectives 

the life, career and contributions of Chief Dauda Fasanya Elegushi to the growth and 

development of Ikate-land and Eti-Osa. This becomes necessary in view of the important 

roles of individuals and groups to societal development. There is a consensus of opinion 

amongst scholars such as H.O Danmole and Kunle Lawal that the developmental process of a 

society can best be understood through the study of the lives of its inhabitants either as an 

individual or group, and historians in Nigeria have produced quite a number of works on our 

leaders.7 While such works cuts across religious and cultural boundaries and has continued to 

enhance our knowledge of their roles to both local and national development, it seems clear 

that biographies on traditional potentates deserves more attention simply because just like the 

nationalist leaders, the traditional potentates as grass root men and women also play very 

important roles towards the socio-political and economic development of the society.8 It is 

for the above reason that this study seeks to examine the life and career of Chief Dauda 

Fasanya Elegushi and his contributions to the development of Ikate-land in particular and Eti-

Osa in general using the historical narrative and analytical method. 

Location of Ikate-land 

Ikate- land is sandwiched between the middle part of the Lagos lagoon and the shore 

of the Atlantic Ocean precisely on the Western approach to Eti-Osa proper on the Lekki-Epe 

expressway that is about four kilometres from the present Mobil oil headquarters.9 It extends 

from 6.25’’ to 6.26’’N longitude and 3.28’’ East to3.31’’ east of the equator covering 

approximately 10 square kilometres as one of the major settlements on the Eti-Osa area of 

Lagos State.10 Other settlements in the Eti-Osa area include Ajiran, Ajah, Ado, Badore, 

Langbasa, Shangotedo, Ogombo, Okun-Mopo, Okun-Ajah and Okun- Alfa amongst others.11 

While other settlements in the area such as Oroke, Ikoya, Ipewu, Itirin and Magbon fell under 
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other potentate such as the Oniru in the then Lagos colony area.12 Eti-Osa geo-political 

entity has a long history that dates back to the 17th century when various groups according to 

available historical account penetrated the land from different directions.13 The group that 

formed the nucleus of Ikate community and Ajiran came from Iddo. And from the far West, 

another group which later came to be known as Ajah Ile and Okun-Ajah seem to have arrived 

the area in the early 18th century from the Alladah and Porto-Novo axis along the coast and 

were first settled at Okun- Ajah and later penetrated inland to found sister settlements known 

as Ajah.14 To the North of these settlements, along the lagoon side were Addo, Ogombo, 

Shangotedo and Badore whose origin according to the inhabitants, was traced to the followers 

of kings Eshinlokun and Kosoko of Lagos.15On the plain-land of the peninsula were to be 

found sister communities such as Langbasa and Mopo- Akinlade amongst others whose 

origin was an admixture of Ijebu and Lagos.16 In the period before the creation of Lagos 

state, the entire Eti-Osa geo- political zone was an appendage of Lagos Metropolitan 

economic system, exchanging primary Agricultural produce with imported goods from Lagos 

Island.17 The scale however appears to have changed dramatically owing to the opening up 

of the area by an arterial road constructed through the entire peninsula to connect Epe. 

Ikate -land within the Eti-Osa geo -political zone formed a rectangular shaped land of 

about ten square kilometres on the sand -spit land formation interspersed with mangrove 

swamps which characterised the area'18 The above factor made land communication in the 

area very difficult with footpaths and bicycle tracks as the only means of communication 

until 1983 when the Lagos State government constructed the Eti-Osa- Epe expressway. The 

expressway was constructed to carry land vehicular traffic from across the five cowries creek 

bridge (presently known as McEwen just by the Officers Mess, Onikan) through to Epe.20 It 

is important to note that before the construction of the expressway, the footpaths as the major 

means of communication were classified under three heads: those connecting lagoon side 

villages including such villages as Badore, Langbasa, Ado, Ajah, Ikota, Ajiran, Ikate and 

Moba. Those from lagoon side villages to the sea coast including such sea coast villages of 

Okun- Alfa, Okun- Ajah and Mopo-Akinlade and they are connected only by a sandy track 

along the shore. The last were those running inland from the sea coast especially from 

Ogombo to Shongotedo.21 

The physical difficulties and inaccessibility of communication with Ikate -land 

apparently drove many of the indigenes to settle on Lagos Island thereby leaving behind a 
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scanty population to engage in rural and agricultural pursuits to serve the larger Lagos 

economy. The above notwithstanding, Ikate land still serves as one of the major food 

producing areas for Lagos.22 The inhabitants who are of Awori origin, beyond engaging 

themselves in the production of cassava, palm oil, palm kernels and garri also participate in 

fishing. The farm produce and fish were sold at the daily and periodic markets in Lagos in 

exchange for Thread, Gin, Rum and other domestic products.23Ikate land extended from 

Ojota, a satellite village community which sat in a perpendicular position with the Kuramo 

waters ( present day Eko Hotel ) known, in local parlance as, Omi Alakoto and ran in a 

straight line along Igbosere creek to the village of llado sharing a common boundary with old 

Moba on the North-East, while on the West it shares boundary with Ajiran near Osapa 

village, The above was the territorial extent of Ikate land until 1941 when the Elegushi family 

lost the ownership of Ogoyo and Ilado land in a legal battle based on insufficient evidence. 

Ikate in Idejo History 

Popular oral tradition among the Idejo indicates that Ikate was founded by one of the 

descendants of Olofin, the legendary founder of Iddo in Lagos. However, specific tradition of 

origin in Ikate indicates that itwas founded over 300years ago by Kusenla, one of the 

descendants of the Olofin of Iddo. Yet, there is another tradition which claimed that the 

founder was initially a custodian of Elegba Ejiwa, the deity of Satan (Devil), worshipped by 

some of the descendants of Olofin and was later incorporated into the Aladejo class of Lagos 

traditional political group.25These various traditions, as controversial as it were, needs not 

delay us here. It is imperative however to state that both points to the antiquity of the Ikate in 

Idejo history. Being a custodian of a common traditional culture that was not only peculiar to 

Lagos, but some parts of Yorubaland, the founders of Ikate would seem to have brought into 

Lagos society a culture that was not only cherished by those in control of Lagos traditional 

politics in its incipient days, but also recognised the potency of such deity to the spiritual 

upliftment of Lagos. They were therefore compensated as the custodian in other to retain the 

benefits accruing from the propitiation of the deity.26 

It is imperative to point out that the honour done to the Elegushi, if we must belief the 

custodian of Elegba tradition, would appear not to be the only one of such honours bestowed 

on chiefs outside the Lagos Kingdom. Many Chieftains in the Lagos area whose origin had 

been linked to the pre-Benin era were later incorporated into the Idejo, either as a result of 

their economic importance, geographical consanguinity or sometimes marital link to the royal 
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house.27 The incorporation of such chieftains as Olumegbon, Oluwa, Onisiwo and Oniru 

who were admitted into the Lagos Kingdom from hitherto far-flung settlements from Lagos 

readily comes to mind. While some of those admitted moved closer to the seat of traditional 

government in Lagos Island, from where they exercised control over their original 

settlements, others remained in their domains, exercising control, while they continued to 

show loyalty to the King of Lagos by attending the fortnight Ose Iga28and ensuring that 

decisions reached at such meetings were strictly adhered to in their domains.29 

The fact that these communities were located in far-flung areas of Lagos and due to 

problem of accessibility, its growth and development was stunted when compared to other 

territories founded by other descendants of Olofin, some of whom had benefitted from 

colonial government’s urbanisation policies in their areas since the incipient days of colonial 

rule.30Ikate-land was a semi- autonomous community where the Elegushi maintained 

traditional authority as the overlord of his territory before the advent of the British Colonialist 

in Lagos.31 The right of the Elegushi to Ikate land, just like other Idejo chiefs in Lagos 

however came under threat with the establishment of British Colonial rule in Lagos and the 

signing of the cession treaty by Oba Dosumu in 1861.32 The treaty ended Lagos sovereignty 

and transferred it’s hitherto independence to foreign rule.33 In fact, the cession treaty brought 

in its wake the notion held by successive colonial administrations that all Lagos lands 

belonged to the crown, thereby leading to loss of control over land held in trust by these 

chieftains on behalf of their families.34 

This has however been subsequently reversed by the Privy Council judgement of 

1919 in the case of Amodu Tijani Oluwa versus the chief secretary to the government in the 

Apapa land case.35 The landmark judgement indicates that the treaty did not abrogate the 

rights of the Idejo over their landed properties.36Prior to the Oluwa case, the British colonial 

administrators of Lagos believed that the British political right over Lagos gained by the 

treaty of Cession extends to Eti-Osa. In a despatch by Governor Moloney to the Colonial 

office dated, July 3rd 1886 for instance, he wrote interalia: ... I took the advantage to have all 

the towns between Lagos and Palma (Orimedu, in Ibeju Local Government) both on the 

(Lagos) Lagoon and sea-side as well as intermediate, visited, thus notifying by such a 

necessary and expedient exercise our sovereign right on that strip. Such a service had not 

been done for some years. 37Thus in the British colonial era, the power and authority of the 

Elegushi just like other Idejo chiefs in Lagos came under serious threat and formed the basis 
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of resentment by the successive Idejo chiefs of Lagos in defence of their ancestral rights to 

land. As noted earlier, the Oluwa land Case was a land mark case in the quest for the 

protection of the Idejo chiefs’ ancestral right to land in Lagos and its adjoining settlement. 

The above was one of the factors that informed the desire of Dauda Fasanya Elegushi to fight 

for the rights of the Elegushi family both on land matters and membership of the Idejo 

family. 

Family Background and Early Life 

Chief Dauda Fasanya Elegushi, the 19th Elegushi of Ikate-land occupied the 

Chieftaincy stool between 1948 -1991.38His era had such an impact on the scene of 

traditional chieftaincy in Ikate -land and Eti-Osa that he was regarded as an icon in entire Eti-

Osa traditional politics due to the enormous efforts he made to redeem the heritage of the 

Elegushi royal family through a number of litigations. He was born in 1885, in the early 

period of the reign of Oba Oyekan 1who was the 13th Oba of Lagos.39 His early life was 

somewhat obscured because of the paucity of contemporary records. Family history however 

indicates that his father was Jose Aluko Onikoyi from the Muti branch of the Onikoyi 

chieftaincy family of Lagos. His mother, was Ajayi Erufa, the great grand -daughter of Akin 

Idunfa the 10th Elegushi of Ikate.40The above is an indication that, Dauda Fasanya ascended 

the office of the Elegushi through his maternal lineage as the great, great grandchild of Akin 

Idunfa the 10th Elegushi of Ikate land.41 

As pointed out earlier, the origin of Elegushi family has been traced to Kusenla, a 

descendant of Olofin of Iddo whose other off-springs became known as the Idejo chiefs’ who 

were autonomous rulers of their respective territories.42 The Idejo were, and still are, the 

land owners of Lagos and surrounding districts'43 Kusenla, according available oral account 

was allocated a land at Egbere, a place where a certain type of tree called Ikate grew 

extensively in the flat swampy bush-land and as the owner of the land, Kusenla was thus 

called Elegushi of Ikate.44 Kusenla reigned for about twenty years,1606 -1626 and was 

succeeded by Obo, who also reigned for about ten years 1626-1636. Obo was succeeded by 

Abiona, Abisoro and Odiyan who reigned for twenty seven (27), twenty one (21) and 

fourteen (14)years respectively before the ascension of Olorunisola the youngest son of Obo 

as the 6th Elegushi of Ikate.45 Chief Dauda Fasanya Elegushi traced his lineage to 

Olorunisola who was his maternal great, great, grand -father. Available family records 

indicates that he was a fisherman by occupation and did not have any form of western 
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education but was well informed on his status as a land owner.46 He was said to have resided 

in Lagos (Isale Eko) in his early days before joining the Eti- Osa political agitation to correct 

the false stories and innuendoes to denounce and deprive the Elegushi chieftaincy family of 

their rightful place as an Idejo.47It is important to note that before Chief Dauda Fasanya 

became the Elegushi, several manoeuvres, undue influence, subtle and overt were made to 

label the Elegushi chieftaincy family as unrelated and strangers within the Idejo chieftaincy 

class.48 Furthermore, the difficulty in physical communication of the entire Eti-Osa area led 

to the steady drift of population from the district to Lagos Island, the old Ikeja and Ikorodu 

districts either temporarily or permanently. 

While Lagos Island was considered part of their ancestral patrimony, in view of their 

link to other Idejo brethren that settled there, Ikorodu was considered as ‘diaspora 

settlement’.50 This was one of the major reasons why most of the notable personalities of 

Eti-Osa came together to form different developmental unions and associations aimed at 

improving the lots of their ancestral home at Eti-Osa and encourage the younger elements to 

follow suit. One of such personalities was Dauda Fasanya Elegushi who inspite of having a 

paternal right to the Onikoyi chieftaincy in Lagos Island, took special interest in his maternal 

family matters. Long before he was installed the Elegushi of Ikate, Dauda Fasanya had a 

clear idea of what he wanted for his people. And that refers to the defence and protection of 

the rights of the Elegushi chieftaincy family as an Idejo and the socio-political and economic 

development of Ikate-land.51 

Ascendancy to the Throne 

Chief Dauda Fasanya Elegushi accepted the nomination of the Elegushi family to 

become the 19th Elegushi of Ikate at the age of 63, on the 11th of February 1948, three years 

after the demise of his predecessor, Bakare Elegushi whose reign lasted for ten years (1935-

1945).52 The death of Bakare took place two years after the Elegushi family lost a substantial 

part of their family land at Ogoyo and Ilado by a pronouncement of the Supreme Court in 

1941.53 The judgement created an impetus for the incoming chief who had waited in the 

wings fora basis to fight vigorously for the defence of the landed properties of the Elegushi 

chieftaincy family. Although he was nominated in 1948, his installation ceremony took place 

more than three years after in August 1952 at Enu-Owa Lagos during the reign of Oba Falolu 

the 17th Oba of Lagos.54 It is important to point out that, shortly before his coronation, Chief 

Dauda Fasanya attended a meeting called by Oba Adeniji Adele II to deliberate on the Lagos 
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colony’s delegation to London prior to the implementation of the Macpherson constitution in 

1951.55 This was inspite of the fact that Ikate-land and the entire Eti-Osa was under the 

administrative control of the Western Regional government.56The above administrative 

arrangement was a product of the merger of Eti-Osa with the Ikorodu Divisional Council, 

though the people had shared filial and familiar relations with the Kingdom of Lagos.57 The 

inclusion of Chief Dauda Fasanya as a member of the London delegation was a product of his 

sterling qualities and his determination to contribute to the development of his people. 

Interestingly, it was after this meeting that Chief Dauda Fasanya in his absential had the 

distinction as the only representative of Eti-Osa in the old Western Region House of Chiefs 

from 1951-1960.58The above not only confirmed his political relevance in Lagos and 

Western Region politics but a conferment of the rank of a first class ruler or Oba on his 

kingdom. It was also during the same period that he was appointed as President of the 

Customary Court at Ajah, a position he occupied from the 1950s up to the period of Nigeria’s 

independence in 1960.59Although the military intervention of 1966 ended the above 

arrangement and introduced two different systems of Local Government systems in the two 

areas that later constituted modern Lagos state. That is, the Lagos City Council as a single tier 

council and the former Colony province of Lagos with three tier Representative local 

governments comprising of Divisional, District, and Local Council as validated by the 

Western Region Local Governments60. 

As a result of the new administrative arrangement, Eti-Osa became a district under the 

Ikorodu Divisional Council and Chief Dauda Fasanya Elegushi was thus selected as a 

member representing Eti-Osa in the Ikorodu divisional council61. He was also selected as 

one of the two senior Chiefs on the six man panel of king makers for the Lagos stool based 

on the recommendation of the Ward Price Commission that was set up in 1933 to 

look into the process for the selection and appointment of Obas and Chiefs in 

Lagos62. Chief Dauda Fasanya Elegushi was able to use his membership of the above bodies 

to reintegrate the Elegushi Chieftaincy family back into the mainstream politics of Lagos and 

secured their deserved place in the Idejo Chieftaincy class. In an effort to boost the socio -

economic and political development of Eti-Osa and Ikate -land in particular, he encouraged 

younger and better educated element to establish association whose focus shall be township 

and community development and to articulate the common aspirations of each community for 

the socio-economic development of Eti- Osa.63 
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The efforts of Chief Dauda Fasanya in seeing to the emergence of such youth 

association received a boost in 1967 with the creation of Lagos state leading to the formation 

of an indigenous organisation known as the Association of Society of Eti-Osa Development 

Council (ASEDEC) in 1968.64The association usually held their meetings at the Ansar-ud-

deen primary school premises at Oke-Popo, in Lagos Island.65 As a non-political 

organization the association spearheaded the struggle for the socio-economic development of 

Eti-Osa its first president was late Mr Eshirogunjo, a native of Okun-Mopo. Other members 

of the body were late Oba Yekini Adeniyi Elegushi, Mr Jimoh Ogidan and Mr Adio 

Maiyegun amongst others.66The body was to play prominent roles in mobilising the people 

of Eti-Osa for the transformation of the area. As a member of the Ikorodu divisional council 

Chief Dauda Fasanya Elegushi felt uncomfortable with the inclusion of Eti- Osa as part of the 

Ikorodu divisional council arguing that it would slow down the development of the area. And 

as a way ensuring that Eti-Osa is separated from Ikorodu, Chief Dauda Fasanya not only 

demanded for the separation of Eti-Osa from Ikorodu but also encouraged ASEDEC as an 

umbrella association for the development of Eti-Osa to join him in the struggle.67 It is 

important to point out that the main objective of this group was the restoration of Eti-Osa as a 

separate entity on its own and not as a subordinate authority to Ikorodu Divisional Council. 

It was based on the agitations of Chief Dauda Fasanya and other developmental 

association in the Eti-Osa district that the Lagos State Government on the 26th of June, 1969 

constituted the Tribunal of Enquiry.68 The tribunal known as the Joel Ogunaike Tribunal was 

mandated to look into the Reorganisation of local Government councils in Lagos State. The 

Tribunal was made up of Chief J.SO. Ogunaike (chairman), Dr. ‘Femi Ayantuga, Mr Ishola 

Oluwa who later became a Justice, Mr S.I. Talabi with Mr J.A Eghagha as secretary.69The 

terms of reference of the Tribunal was to submit recommendations on any desirable changes 

that should be made to the existing local government structure so as to make local authorities 

in the state provide more essential services for their communities. Chief Dauda Fasanya who 

was accompanied by Prince Yekini Adeniyi Elegushi who later succeeded him as the Chief 

Elegushi, testified before the panel. Others who also gave testimonies at the tribunal included 

Chief Liasu Dosumu, the Baale of Addo, Mr Adio Maiyegun and Prince (later Oba) Tijani 

Akinloye the secretary of the Ojomu Chieftaincy family.70In its reports, the tribunal as part 

of its recommendations made provisions for the withdrawal of the Eti-Osa local council from 

Ikorodu division while its area of jurisdiction be merged with the Lagos City Council.71 It is 

important to point out that the eventual withdrawal of Eti-Osa from the Ikorodu divisional 
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Council and merger with the defunct Lagos City Council was based on the recommendations 

of the Joel Ogunaike panel. The above feat was to the credit of Chief Dauda Fasanya 

Elegushi and people of like minds in the transformation and eventual creation of Eti-Osa as a 

unit of administration. 

The success further gingered the efforts to rectify the political, social and economic 

isolation of Eti-Osa and Ikate -land in particular from the mainstream of Lagos metropolitan 

development. As the traffic flow between Lagos and Eti-Osa increased, leading to frequent 

visits by the indigenes to their respective home towns, the development gradually changed 

the physical scene of Eti-Osa.72 Chief Dauda Fasanya Elegushi in an attempt to further 

improve thesocial life of the people of Eti Osa in general and Ikateland in particular, 

encouraged the formation of social clubs. The social Clubs such as the Eti-Osa and Irepodun 

clubs amongst others were formed with the aim of bringing the youthful elite together.73 

The return to civil rule in the second Republic (1979/1980), provided another 

opportunity for Chief Dauda Fasanya Elegushi and other prominent indigenes of Eti-Osa to 

renew their agitation. This time around it was for a separate local government for Eti-Osa. It 

was based on the agitations by the Dauda Fasanya led group and some others in other parts of 

Lagos that the Lateef Jakande administration introduced some far reaching measures and 

reforms.74 The reforms were aimed at making local government more meaningful and 

responsive to the needs and aspirations of their communities which led to the creation of 

more local government councils in Lagos State with Eti-Osa as one of the beneficiaries. 

Conclusion 

The above analysis on Chief Dauda Fasanya Elegushi clearly points to the fact that he 

was indeed, one of the principal architects of the modern Eti-Osa in the Eastern District of 

Lagos. He was so determined in his quest that he speared nothing at ensuring the socio-

political development of Ikate-land and the entire Eti-Osa. With very little exposure to 

Western Education he rose to be a leader of great importance in Eti-Osa through a clear 

acuity, enthusiasm and a strong resolve to protect his ancestral heritage. His unswerving 

resolve to proclaim a new era of relevance for the Elegushi royal family in Ikate-land and the 

entire Eti-Osa as relevant agents of development and as the rightful owners of Ikate land saw 

the light of the day. He achieved the above without necessarily compromising the family’s 

integrity and values. He was a man with a noble aspiration to change his society for good 

combining courage with character to distinguish himself. Apart from his interest in the 
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welfare of Ikate- land Dauda Fasanya Elegushi encouraged the younger indigenes to take part 

in communal development and this yielded positive results. One of his aspirations was to 

encourage the younger members of the community to be included in the administration of 

Ikate-land. No doubt he was succeeded by one of the younger member of the Elegushi family 

who underwent prolonged pupillage in state craft under him that was the late Oba Yekini 

Adeniyi Elegushi. As a prince the late Oba Yekini Adeniyi Elegushi represented the late 

Chief Dauda Fasanya Elegushi at public functions especially at a period when Chief Fasanya 

Elegushi became enfeebled with age. Chief Dauda Fasanya Elegushi died on March 22, 1991 

at the age of 106 years and was succeeded by Prince Yekini Adeniyi Elegushi who adopted 

the title Kushenla II as the 20th Elegushi of Ikate. 
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